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1 4 lingaiſied charue- 
er both in public and private life, is a 
powerful incitement for ſoliciting your 
patronage ; and your condeſcenſion in 


| Sermitting me to honour my humble pro- 


duction with your na me, claims my beſt 
acknowledgments. | | 


<a. | S Though. 


DEDICATION. 


OD —— 


| Though praiſe is a kind of tribute 4 
duet to fining merit and abilities; yet, : 


4 4 - 

4 . p 
1 

* - 


Sir, even em muſt confeſ# that your 
well-ecarned laurels, the meed of mili-. © 
. tary wirtues, obtained in the ſervice of 
the Honourable the Eaſt India Com- 
. pany, have been tos eminently conſpi- 
_ Cuts, th recti any additivnal luſtre 
| 9 the e W 2 bs 


Jour f peclable na me Ee Fo 
theſe pages, cannot fail to ſhield them- 


With the armour of ſecurity, as the Jus 
atcious muſt be highly grutified with 
The peculiar propriety of inſeribing 
_ them to @ Gentleman ſo perfaclig con- 
werſant with ſcenes, «which I have at- 
templed lo deſcribe. > 


— 


* 


1 


Allow, me to requeſt, Sir, your indul- 
=, gence for any inaccuracies of le, or 
bother imperfections, that may ene 
your judgment in glancing over this 
Work, as my fituation in life, and 
want of the literary attainments, that 
refine and poliſh the European, pre- 
clude me from embelliſhing it, with that 
eleganct of | expreſſion, and thoſe fine 
touches of the imagination, which al-. 
ways animate the ann. of cul- 
tivated genius. hon, ne, bo 


w_ l " 
. nt. ew... 


- 


However, Sir, 1 have endeavoured, 
atleaſt, to pleaſe : and the Lneerity of 
y intention, will, I truft, in ſome de- 
gree, make even an ina deguate compen- 
bu, for 5 deficiency in learning and 
refinement. 
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* 
* 


— 


refinement. I have the Honor to re- 
main, | 5 "5418 | 
| . 773: - Fo gt | 2 0 


WITH THE MOST PROFOUND VERERATION, 
' YOUR MUCH. OBLIGED, „ ae, 
* AXD DEVOTED, | 
| n SERVANT, 
(ihe EAN MAHOMET. 
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DEAR SIR, © 2 
Sc my arrival in 
. this country, 1fnd you have been 
vel anxious to be made 8equainted 
with the.carly part of my Life, and 
the Hiſtory of my Travels: I hall 
be happy to gratify you; and muſt 
jugenuouſly confeſs, when I firſt 
came to Ireland. I found the face 
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"2 THE TRAVELS or 
of every thing about me ſo contraſt. 

ed to thoſe ftriking ſcenes in India, 
which we are wont to ſurvey with 
a kind of ſublime delight, that I felt 
ſome timid inclination, even in the 
conſciouſneſs of incapacity, to de- 
ſcribe the manners of my country. 
men, who, I am proud to think, 
have ftill more of the innocence 
of our anceſtors, than ſome of the 


| boaſting philoſophers of Europe, 


Though Iacknowledge myſelf in- 
capable of doing juſtice to the me 
rits of men, whoſe happy manifſ#rs 
are worthy the imitation of civihzed , 
nations, yet, you will do me the juſ- 
tice to believe, that the gratification | 
of your wiſhes, is the principal Wk 
eitement that engages me to under. 
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foil crowned with various plenty; 
the garden beautifully diverſified 
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take a work of. this nature: the ear- 
neſt entreaties of ſome friends, and 


the liberal encouragement of others, 


to Whom I expreſs my acknowledg- 
ments, I allow, are ſecondary motives. 


The people of India, in general, 
are peculiarly favoured by Provi- 
dence in the poſſeſſion. of all that 


can cheer the mind and allure the 
eye, and tho” the fituation of Eden 
is only traced in the Poet's creative 


fancy, the traveller beholds with ad- 


miration the face of this delightful 


country, on which he diſcovers tracts 


that reſemble thoſe ſ o. finely drawn 
by the animated pencil of Milton. 
Yow will here behold” the generous 


B 2 with 


* — | 
Fo 
— 


4 p VER" 5 6 6 
— 1 n 
* 0 4 + as * py 
* 3 
2 | - 
. — A AVELS er 
4 4 ” . 
- 


with the gayeſt flowers diffuſing their, 
fragrance on the boſom of the ar; 
35 and the very bowels of the earth ; 
_* _ -enriched with ineftimable mines of 
gold and Giamanitle, - | 8 
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bpoſſeſſed of all that is enviable | 
in life, we are {till more happy in 
the exerciſe of benevolence and 
:good-will to each other, devoid of 
every ſpecies of fraud or low cun- 
ning. In our convivial enjoyments, 
we are never without our neigh- 
bours; as it is uſual for an indivi- 
dual, when he gives an entertain- 
ment, to invite all thoſe of his own 
profeſſion to partake of it. That 
profligacy of manners too conſpi- 
cuous in other parts of the world 
| meets here with P indignation 1 
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DEAN MAHOMET. +5 
7 and our women, though not ſo ac- 
by Sompliſhed as thoſe-of Europe, are 
ill very engaging for = virtues 
* exalt the ſex. 


1 
» 


a As I have now given you a ſketch 

of the manners of my country, I 
ſhall proceed to give you ſome ac- 
count of myſelf. 


I 'was born in the year 1789, in 
Patna, a famous city on the north 
fide of the Ganges, about goo miles 
from Calcutta, the capital of Ben- 
gal and ſeat of. the Engliſh Govern- 
ment in that country. I was too 
4 young when my father died, to learn 
ad ny great account of his family; all 
®Lhave been able to know reſpecting 

2 him, is, that he was deſcended from 
3 B 3 | the 
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the ſame race as the Nabobs of 0 

ſhadabad. He was appointed Suba- 
dar in a battalion of Seapoys co. 
manded by Captain Adams, a c x 
pany of which under his command 
was quartered at a ſmall diftritnot I | 
many miles from Patna, calleg. 
Tarchpoor, an inconſiderable fort, 
built on the fade of a little river 
that takes its riſe a few miles up the 
country. Here he was ſtationed in 
order to keep this fort. 


i the year 1769, a rent dearth + 
overſpread the country about Tarch- 


. . 
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poor, where the Rajas“ Boudmal, 


and his brother Corexin reſided, 
which they took an advantage of bß˖ 
pretending it was impoſſible 1 of 
them to remit the fipulated ſup- 
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Flies to the Ra ja Sataproy, who find- 
= himſclt diſappointed in his ex- 
© peſtations, ſent ſome of his people 
to compel them to pay: but the 
others retired within their forts, 
determined on mak ing an obſtinate 
defence. My father having received 
orders to lead out his men to the 
ſcene of diſpute, which lay about 
twelve miles from the fort he was 
quartered in, marched accordingly, 
and ſoon after his arrival at Taha- 
rah, took the Raja Boudmal priſo- 
ner, and ſent him under a ſtrong 
guard to Patna, where he was obliged 
to account for his conduct. My fa- 
ther remained in the field, giving 


he courage of their adverſary; which 
drove them to ſuch n that 
they 
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the enemy ſome ftriking proofs of 
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they ſtrengthened their poſts ui 

- redoubled their attacks with as 4 
ardour, that many of our men- 
and my lamented father among 

reſt; but not till he had entirely 
exhauſted the forcesof the Ra ja, who 
at length, ſubmitted. The ſoldiers, 
animated by his example, made Co- 
rexin a priſoner, and took Feen 
of 5 fort. 13 2 


— 


5 Thus have I been deprived of a 
gallant father, whoſe firmneſs and 
reſolution was manifeſted in his mi- | 
ng conduct on ſeveral occafions. 
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: op My. brother, wow, i teen 
years old, and the only child m 
mother had beſides me, was —— 
at the engagement, and having re ; 
| N turned 


Dax Mancher. 
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Aurned home, made an application 
0 Capt. Adams who, in gratitude to 
memory of my father, whoſe 8 
i ices he failed not to repreſent to * 
" the Governor, ſpeedily promoted 
him to his poſt. my Mother and 
I ſuffered exceedingly by his fudden 
yet honourable fate in the field: 

for my Brother was then too young 9 
and thoughtleſs, to pay any great * 
attention to our ſituation. [128 
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Il das about eleven years old when 1 
deprived of my father, and though 
children are ſeldom poſſeſſed of 
much ſenſibility or reflection at ſuch 
unmature years, yet I recollect well 
no incident of my life ever made ſo . 
deep an impreſſion on my mind. 
e could wear from my me- 
mory 
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cation at a ſchool in Patna. 
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mory the remejiibranles of his ten | 
der regard. As he was a Mahometim, | 
he was interred with all the pop 
and ceremony uſual on the oceaſ 
I remained with my mother ſome ; 
time after, and acquired a little edu 
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LETTER n 


bpb Ak SIR, 


MN a few months after my father's- 
fate, my mother and I went to Pat- 
na to reſide; ſhe lived pretty com- 

fortable on ſome of the property " 5 1 
me was entitled to in right of her 
Hiffband : the reſt of his ſubſtance, 
with his commiſſion, came into the 
hands of my brother: our ſupport 
_ was. made better by the liberality» 
of the Begum and Nabob, to-whom - 
my Father was related: the Begum 
. was remarkably affectionate ons at. J 


tentive to Us, 
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The Raja Sataproy had a ver 
magnificent palace in the centre 9 
i the city of Patna, where he was ac. 
3 cuſtomed to entertain many of the 7 
; | moſt diſtinguiſhed European Gen- 4 


tlemen, with brilliant balls and 
] | coſtly ſuppers. My mother's houſe 
was not far from the Raja's palace; 
|-- and the number of Officers paſſing 
: [ by our door in their way thithen, 1, 
= attracted my notice, and excited» 
the ambition I already had of ent 
ing on a military life.” With this 
notion, 'I was always on the watch, ; | 
and impatiently waited for the mo- 1 
maeent of their paſſing by our door; ig, 
| when, one evening in particular, a 
| 4 | they went along, I ſeized the happy” 4 
| opportunity, and followed them dig 3 
wee t0 We palace, at the outward ** 
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e of lich Wend + fagtingſ 
aged, to keep off che people and 
r the paſſage for the Gentlemen; 
E uwe ver got admittance, on ac- 

count of the re ſpect the guards paid 

"my father's family. The Gentlemen 
go to the palace between ſeven and 
| h, eight o'clock in the evening, take tea | 
ad coffee, and frequently amuſe 
4 theinſelves by forming a party to 
. ; when they find themſelves 
"warm, they xetire to the palace 
&. yard, Where there are marquees 
poitched for their reception here 

they ſeat themſelves in a circular 
. 4 © form, under a ſemiana, a fort of ca- 
I 45 made of various coloured dou- 
ble muflin, ſupported by eight 

poles, and on the ground is ſpread 
| 4 @ beautiful carpet; the Raja fits in 
vet * „„ ;ö;—ð wm ] ñꝑ 
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the centre; the European Gestleg 
men on each fide ; and the — 
the front. The Raja, on this oc 
fion, is attended by his Aida 
Camps and Servants of rank. Dates. 
ing girls are now introduced, afford 4 4 
ing, at one time, extreme delight? 
by finging in concert with the Mu- 4 
fie, the ſofteſt and moſt lively airs 
at another time, diſplaying ſuch * 
looſe and faſcinating attitudes in 
their various dances, as would warm 
the boſom of an Anchoret; while 4% 
the ſervants of the Raja are em 
ployed in letting off the fire-works, MM 
diſplaying, in the moſt aſtoniſtiin = 

variety, the forms of birds, =; 4 
and other animals, and far ſurpaſſing ; 
any thing of the kind I ever beheld 
1 EUROPE and to give additional 43 
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lighted branches blaze around, 
" Sqexhibit one general illuminati. 
n Extremely pleaſed. with ſuch 
nts entertainment, the Gentle» 
men fit down to an elegant ſupper, 
prepared with the utmoſt ficill, by 

an Officer of the Raja, whoſe ſole 

employ is to provide the molt deli» 


2 


« cious viands on ſuch an occaſion: 


ice-cream; fowlof all kinds, and the 
fineſt fruit in the world, compoſe 
but a part of the repaſt to which 
the gueſts are invited. The Raja 
was very happy with bis conyivial 
. friends; and though his religion for- 
» bids him to touch many things 
' handled by perſons of a different 
k 133 yet he accepted a little 
fruit from them; ſupper Was over 

T | C 2 about 
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about twelve o'clock, and the Come. 
pany retired, the Raja to his 1 
and the Officers to their quarter, 
I was highly pleaſed with the a 
pearance of the military Gentlemen, 
among whom I firſt beheld Mr. | 
ker, who particularly drew my at- 
tention : 1 followed him without any 
reſtraint through every part of the _ 
palace and tents, and remained a 
ſpectator of the entire ſcene f 
pleaſure, till the company broke up; 
and then returned home to my mo- 
ther, who felt ſome anxiety in my 
abſence. When I deſcribed the 
gaiety and ſplendor I beheld at the 
entertainment, ſhe! ſeemed' very + 
much diffatished, and expreſſed, 
from maternal tenderneſs, her th | 
neee of n me. 
n Nothing 
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Nothing could exceed my ambiti- 
of leading a ſoldier's life: the 
= #otton of carrying arms, and living 
Ma camp, could not be eaſily re- 
moved: my ſond mother's entrea- 
ties were of no avail: I grew anx- 
tous for the moment that would 
bring the military Officers by our 
door. Whenever I perceived their 
route, J inſtantly followed them; 
ſometimes to the Raja's palace, 
where I had free acceſs; and ſome- 
times to a fine tennis court, gene- 
rally frequented by them in the 
evenings, which was built by Col. 
Champion, at the back of his houſe, 

in a large open ſquare, called Mer- 
ſeevillekeebaug: here, among other 
Gentlemen, I one day, diſcovered 
8 5 and often paſſed N ; 
C3 
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in order to attract his attention; 


he, at laſt, took particular notice 


me, obſerving that I ſurveyed hin 


with a kind of ſecret ſatisfactiong 
and in a very friendly manner, —_— 


me how I would like living wiel 


the Europeans: this unexpected en- 
couragement, as it flattered my 


hopes beyond expreſſion, occaſioned. 


a very ſudden reply : 1 therefore 


told him with eager joy, how happy 


he could make me, by taking me 


with him. He ſeemed very much 


_ pleaſed with me, and aſſuring me of 
his future kindneſs, hoped I would 
merit it. Major Herd was in com- 
pany with him at the ſame time: 
and both theſe Gentlemen appeared 
with diſtinguiſhed eclat in the firſt 


eli in India. I was dEcently- 
clad 
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# ofimy age: and though my mother 


DEAN ,MAHOMET. 19 


clad in the dreſs worn by children 


was materially affected in her cir- 
=. cumftances, by the precipitate death 


= 
N. 
. 1 


of my father, ſhe had ſtill the 


means left of living in a com- | 


fortable manner, and providing 


both for her own wants and mine: 


* 4 FIR 
— —— — — 
2 
«8 
g 8 
"13 87 
; 
+ *® 5 . e 


+ + 
p * 


wa 


ae: at , 


. . 
- 
+ 1 - — "A N 
Wl ooh. — —DQD Ep" Ja _— — K * * 9 — 
Fa ; X + , - l q ” 


© 


%. 
. 
———— — 8 
* 


— 
4 
— 
9 > 2 
* 7 £ 
- 2 3 © 4 
„ - . 2 
« : * K i 
4 


. "> 
9 
1 * 
— — "SECS 
— — . o b * — 
— - = > 
4 
” - 
- 


DEAR SIR, 


MV mother ee ſome af 
teration in my conduct, ſince I firſt 
ſaw Mr. Baker, naturally ſuppoſed __ 
that I was meditating a ſeparation 


from her. She knew I ſpoke to 


him; and apprehenſive that I would 
go with him, ſhe did every thing 
in her power to fruſtrate my inten- 


tions. Notwithſtanding all her vi- 


gilance, I found means to join my 
new maſter, with whom I went early 


the next morning to Bankeepore, 
leaving my mother to lament my 


departure. As Bankeeporè is but a 
> few 


few miles from Patna, we ſhortly 


-a wide plain, near the banks of the 
Ganges, on which we encamped in 
the year of 1769. It commands a 
moſt beautiful proſpe& of the ſur- 


rounding country. Our camp con- 


fiſted of four regiments of Seapoys, 
one of Europeans, two companies of 
Cavalry, and one of European Ar- 


tillery: the Commander in Chief 


was Col. Leſlie; and next to him in 


military rank was Major Morriſon; 


Capt. Lundick had the direction of 


the Cavalry; and Capt. Duff of the 


Artillery. The camp extended in 
two direct lines, at Patna ſide, along 
the river, on the banks of which, 
for the convenience of water, were 
built the Europeans bangaloes: at 

| one 


arrived there, that morning. It is 
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them, the horſe barrack. Thus was 
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one extremity of the line,- was Col, 


dence of the Officers; the rere a 
barrack for the Wien - and the 
intermediate ſpace was left open for 
the purpoſe of exerciſing the men, 
a duty which was, every day, per- 


formed with punctuality. Near 2 


chaumnies; and a ſhort ſpace from 


the ſituation of the n at Ban- 


| er 


The Officers bangalces were con- 
firuQted on a plan peculiar to the 
| | taſte 


Leſlie's; at the other, Major Mor? 
riſon's. The ſecond line was drawn 
in a parallel direction with the firſt, 
at a about a quarter of a mile from 
the river: the front was the refi- ? 
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taſte of the natives. They were 
quite ſquare ; the fides were made 
of mats, and the roof, which was 
© fapported by pillars, thatched with 
bamboes and ftraw, much after the 
manner of the farmer's houſes in 
this country: their entrance was 
wide, and opened to a ſpacious hall 
that contained on each wing, the 
ſervants” apartments, inſide which, 17 


were the gentlemen's dining- rooms { 
and bed-chambers, with large frames 
in the partitions, and purdoes, that f 
anſwered the ſame end as our doors | 
and windowsfaftened tothoſeframes, 
Purdoes are a contrivance made 1 
bf coarſe muſlin, ornamented wit & 
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the cooleſt e agreeably 


warm: they are let up and doyn 


occaſionally, to invite the refreſu. 
ing breeze, or repel the fickly Jun 


beam. Infide is a kind of ſereen 


called cheeque; made of bamboes 
as ſmall as wire, and interwoven in 
a curious manner, with various co- 
loured thread, that keeps them to- 
gether: it is let up and down like 
the purdoe, when ocraſion requires, 
and, admirable to conceive]! pre- 


eludes the pry ing eye outſide from 


piercing through it, though it kind- 
ly permits the happy perſon within 
to re on t Pg . 


The Colonel a Major had larger ; 
ak more commodious bangaloes, 
than the other!Oficers, with adja, * 
MEL | cent 
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adjacent a be 5 . Aables, 
On the left angle, fronting the road, 
was the Colonel's,guard-houſe, and 
ſtood diametrically oppoſite to his 
bangaloe; between which and thoſe 
of the Officers, is ituate an ever- 
verdant grove incloſed with à brick 
wall: oy erſhadowed, by the ſpreads. 
ing trees inſide, a few grand edifices 
built by the Nahobs made fa fine 
appearance; among Which Was the 
Bank of Meffienrs Herbert and Fa- 
lambury, the dwelling « of My. Barry, 
Contract, ee and. a powder ma- 
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"The DEED of, Frag Sinn Na ſol, 
diers, was a, range of ene 
whoſe. partitions were ma adn of 
and bamboes, and rags, — 
Vor. 1, D with 
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with fc This ebaummies of the | 
Seapoys were o the fame plam; and | 
ſuch of łhem as had families, built 1 
5 e Hear the ehaumnſes. 9 | 


There are bot few publie builds 


ings at Bankeepore: the only re- 
mrarkable one that appeared in its 
environs; was the. houſe of Mr, 
- Fookden, who lived about a mile 
from the camp ; it Was # fine ſpas 
eious daildjng, finiſhed in the Eng- 
Hſh ftyle; and as it ſtood on a rife. 
ing ground, it feemed to rear its 
dome in ſtately pride, over the aro- 
matic plains and ſpicy groves that 
adorned: the land ſcape below, com- 
mund ing an extenſive profpett of all 
te fertile vales alopg the winding 
j l flewery banks, The happy 


jew 


poſſeſſor of this figely ſituated man- 
gon, was in high eſteem among the 

| Officers, for neee | 
a, hy | 7 


At fome 1 from 11 8700 
dens, lived Mr. Rumble, a Gentle. 
man who received the Contracts af 
the Company, for the ſuppl/ of 
Boats and other ſmall craft. Mr, 
Baker had the utmoſt eſteem for 9 
this Gentle wan; for his many good — 4 
qualities, and frequently  vibted | 
bim. For the honour of my coun- 
try, I cannot help obſerving here, 
that no people op earth can be more 
attentive or reſped ful to the Eu. 
ropean Ladies refiding among them, 
than the n af al eee, 
ann ooo hed * 
D 2 I 
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a1 m Eratitude to the reverell me- 
mory of the beſt of characters, Iam 
obHged to acknowledge that I never 
found myſelf ſo happy as with Mr, 


of ſuperior, 1 experienced the in- 
dulgence of a friend; and the want 
of a tender parent was entirely for- 
gotten in the humanity and affecti- 
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1 Tables 1 to deve How: num. 
hai periſh by famihe this year: 
the exceſſive heat of the climate, 
and want of rain, dried up the land; 
and all the fruits of the earth _ 
Fg ei without rer Air $4 
g Rates tri. 1 221; Le! 1 
Numbers of e kirve appel 
down in the ſtreets and highways: 


; & ITE none 


* 


| Baker: inſenſible of the authority 3 
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none fared ſo well as thoſe whoſe 
plantations were watered by wells. 
The proprietors, ſome of whom 
were Nabobs, and others European 
Officers, diſtributed as much xice 
and other food as they could poſſi- 


bly ſpare, among the crowds that 


thronged into their court- yards and 


houſes: but the poor creatures, 


quite ſpent and unable to bear it, 


fell down and expired 1 In their pre- 


fence: ſome endeavoured to crawl 


out, and periſhed in the open air. 


Little did the treaſures of their 
country avail them on this oeccaſion: : 
a {mall portion of rice, timely admi- 
niſtered to their wants, would have 
been of more real importance than | 
their mines of gold and diamonds, 
3 LETTER 


LETTER Iv. 
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WHEN fix or ſeven months had 


ceived by Mr. Baker, my mother 


unhappy at the idea of parting with 
me, and reſigning her child to the 


care of an European, came to him, 


requeſting, in the language of fup- 
plication, that I might be given up 
to her: moved by her entreaties, he 


had me brought before her, at the 


fame time obferving, that it was fo 
remote from his intentions to keep 
me from her, he was per ely recon- 
, ciled to part with me, were it my 

inclination. 


- 


elapſed from the time I was firſt re- 


Ry > oY 
; 1 A bon 


* 


"DEAN M AHOMPT. 


” . 4 
+L - 
N 
2 
- 
— 
b_ Y 
| F _ * 0 
4 P XY * 


inclination. I was extremely affect- 
eld at her preſence; yet my deep 
"ſenſe of gratitude to a fincere friend 
conquered my duty to an affection- 
ate parent, and made me determine 
in favour of the former: I would 
not go, I told her---I would ſtay in 
thecamp; herdifappointmeat ſmote 
my ſoul---ſhe ſtood filent---yet I 
could perceive ſome tears fucceed 
each other, ſtealing down ket cheeks 
— my heart was wrung---at length, 
ſeeing my reſolution fixed as fate, 
ſhe dragged herſelf away, and re- 
turned home in a ſtate of mind be- 
yond my power to defcribe. Mr. 
Baker was much affected, and with 
; his brother Officers, endeavoured 
to find amuſement for me. I was 
| taken out, every morning, to fee the 
different 
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different military evolutions of the 
men in'the ficld, and on fuch occa- 
ftons, I was clad myſelf ; in ſuitable 
regimentals. Capt. Gravely in pa 
ticular, was: very-fond of me, and 
| never paſſed by without calling to Y 
1 \ know how 1 was. This kind attention 
= gradually diſpelled the gloom which, 
1 in ſome penſive moments, hung 
1 over my mind fince the laſt tender 
| f | interview. My Poor mother under 
= | 41 the affliction of parental anxiety, 
2 and trembling hope for my return, 
. ſent my brother as an advocate for 
| her to Mr. Baker, to whom he offer- 
: ed four hundred rupees, conceiving 
it would be a means of inducing him 
to ſend me back: but Mr. Baker 
had a ſoul ſuperior to ſuch ſordid 
. e and far from accepting 


24330 them, 
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ſtow my mother. Having given his 


people the neceſſary directions to 


conduct me to her, he provided for 
me his own palankeen, on which 1 


was ore 0 ns W ö 


1 


When 1 3 at my mothers T 


offered her the four hundred ru- 
pees given me by my diſintereſted 
friend to preſent to her; but could 


not, with all my perſuaſion, prevail 
on her to receive them, until I told 
her ſhe ſhould never ſee me again, 
if ſhe refuſed this generous donati- 


on. Thus, by working on her fears, 


aſſured her that I would embrace 


| ** : after taking * leave of her, I 


returned | 
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them, he gave me ſuch a ſum to be- 


L, at length, gained my point, and 


every opportunity of coming to ſee 


* 
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returned on the palankeen to the 


We lay in Bankeepore about fax 1 
months, when we recewed orders 
from Col. Leſlie to march to Pena. 
pore, where we arrived in the year 
of 17%, and found the remaiving 
companies of the Europeans and 
Seapoys, that were quartered there 
for forge time before. Our camp 
here, conhfied of eight regunents ; 
two of Europeans, and ix of Scg- 
poys. Denapore is eight miles from 
Bapkeepore, and has nothing to re- 
commend it but + ſmall mud fart, 
on which {ome cannon are planted, 
8 a very fine barrack, perbaps the 4 f 
firſt in India; and when it was rea- 
5 dy 
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dy to receive the number of men 
deſt ined to ſerve in that quarter, 
we marched iuto it. Tis a fine 


brick, on the margin of the Ganges, 
and covers hoth ſides of the road: 
on the eaſt fide, oppoſite the river, 
were the Captain's apartments, con- 


fiſting of two bed chambers and a 


dining room, with eonvenient out- 


offices, ſtables; and kitchen, at the 
back of the barrack: a little di» 


tance farther out on the line, was 
the General's reſxdence, an elegant 
and ſtately building, commanding 
+ full view of the country many 


miles round. It was finiſhed in the 


greateſt ſtyle, and furniſhed ina ſu- 


by ſeveral flights of marble ſteps, 
$5 and 


- ſquare building, made entirely of 


perb manner: the aſcent to it was 


Bhs 15 more delightful than that of the 
-- GeneraFs manſion; at the front and 1 


and the fervants about it were very 
numerous. 


In the north angle, on 


the ſame line, was the hoſpital, at 


planted» ſome cannon, which were 


regularly diſcharged every morning 


and evening, as the flag was hoiſt 
up or pulled down. At one end of 
the ſouth fide, was the Artillery 


parrack; at the other, their ſtores: 


on the weſt, lay the companies of 


the brigade ; on the north, the Doc- 


tors and inferior Officers had their 

apartments. About a mile thence, 

_ the chaumnies of the, en 
1 64 go Cam} ; SITES | 
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a convenient diſtance from the bar- 
rack. In the other angles were 
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back of which, were Ry 
walks, where the ſoldiers and ſer- 
vants, at leiſure. hours, were accuſ- 
tomed to take recreation. A mud 
battery is drawn round the whole; 
and from north to ſouth is A public 
road for travellers, which is inter- 
ſected by another from eaſt to weſt. 
Country ſeats and villas were diſ- 
perſed through the neighbouring 
country, which was highly culti- 
vated with fertile plantations and 
beautiful gardens. At one end of 
the avenue leading to the barrack, 
ſtood the markets or bazars of the 
Europeans; at the other, near their 
chaumnies, were thoſe of the na- 
tives. Colonels Morgan, Goddard, 
and Tottingham, commanded here 
this year ; and the army was moſtly 

Fo 1. I. E employed 


A 
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1 
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empleyed in going through the dif. 
ferent maneeuvres in the field, as b 
there happened no diſturbances f 
any conſequence in the pen | A 
that interfered with this duty. -15 
called now and then to fee ks, 
ther, who, at laſt, became more re- 
conciled to my abſence; and re- 
ceived ſome viſits from my. brother 
while I was in u camp. 
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1 FELT great GrkAicn n in hav- 


ing -. procured the efteem of my 
friend, and the other Officers, and 
acquired the military exerciſe, to 
which I was very attentive. We lay 
about eight months in Denapore, "7 


when Col. Morgan having received 
intelligence of the depredations 
committed. by ſome of the Morat- 
toes, gave orders to the army to 
make the neceſſary e for 
marching to Chrimnaſa, at a mo- 
ment's warning. The baggage was 


immediately drawn out, and the 


E 2 - cattle 
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cattle tackled with 0 utmoſt ex- 
pedition. . The Quarter Maſters pro- 


vided every neceſſary accommoda- 4 


tion for the march: ſome of the V 


ſtores they ſent before them by wa- «2 


ter; the reſt was drawn in hackee- 
ries and waggons, by bullocks. Mr. 
Baker, who was alſo Quarter Maſ- 
ter, and his brother Officers in the 
ſame line, had each a company of 
Seapoys, as a piquet guard along the 
road, and about ſeven hundred at- 
tendants, who were occafionally 
employed, as the army moved their 
camp, in pitching and ftriking the 
tents, compoſed of the loweſt or- 
der of the people refiding in the 
country, and forming many diſtinct 
tribes, according to their various 
occupations. | We had a certain 

number 


number of theſe men appointed to 
attend the garxiſon, which was uſu- 
ally augmented on a march, and 
diſtingu iſhed under the various ap- 
poellations of Laſcars, Cooleys, Beſ- 
ties, and Charwalleys. They ſet out 

. with us, a day before the main bo- 
dy.of the army, accompanied by ſe- 
veral claſfes of tradeſmen; ſuch” as 
ſhoe-makers, - carpenters,” ſmiths, 
fail-makers, and others capable of 
fupplying the camp; and, were 
ranged into four departments, in 
order to perform the laborious bu- 
fineſs of the expedition without con- 
fuſion- To each department was 
aſſigned it's reſpective duty: the 
employment of the Laſcars, who 
wore moſtly a blue jacket, turban, 
ſa h, and trouſers, was to pitch and 
1 E 3 a ſtrike 
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Arike the tents and marquees ; load: 


and unload the elephants, camels, 


bullocks, waggons, &c. The Cooleys 
were divided into two diftin& bo- 
dies for different purpoſes; to carry a 
burthens, and to open and clear the 
roads through the country, for- the 
free paſſage of the army and bag- 
gage: The Beſties were appointed 
to ſupply the men and cattle with 
water: and the Charwalleys, who 
are the meaneſt claſs of all, were 
employed to clean the apartments, 
and do other ſervile offices. Thus 
equipped, we marched in regular 
order from Denapore, early in the 
morning, in the month of February 
and the year of 1 771. We enjoyed a 
pleaſant cool breeze the entire day; 
While the trees, ever blooming and 
over- 


- overſhadowing the road, afforded a 
friendly ſhelter and an agreeable 
view along the country. The road 
was broad and ſmooth, and in places 
contiguous to it, we found ſeveral - 
refreſhing wells to allay the thirſt 
of the weary traveller. In a few 
hours we reached Fulwherea, a ſpa- 
ciov's plain adapted for our purpoſe, 
where the Quarter Maſters ordered 
out the Laſcars to pitch the tents 
and marquees on the lines formed 
by them. Our camp, which made 
a grand military appearance, ex- 
tended two miles in length: it was 
ranged into nine ſeparate diviſions, 
compoſed of two battalions of Eu- 
ropeans, ſix regiments of Seapoys, 
and one company of European Ar- 
e On the front line, the 
1 ſtandards 


- 


* 


ſtandards of the different regiments 
were flying: it conſiſted of a num- 
ber of ſmall tents called beltons, 
where they kept their fire arms: 
the central ones belonged to the 
Europeans ; near them, were thoſe 
of the Artillery; and on each wing, 
the Seapoys. The ſeveral corps were 
encamped behind their reſpective 
beltons, cloſe to which, were ft 
the tents of the privates; about 
twenty feet from their fituation, 
were The larger and more commo- 
dious ones of the-Enfigns and Lieu- 
tenants; next to them the Captains“ 
marquees; a little farther back, the: 
Mayor's; at ſome diſtance behind 
the two battalions, and in a middle 
direction between them, was tlie 
Colonel, W lay / diametrically 
12 oppoſite 


oppoſite the main guard, ſituate 
outſide the front line in the centre: 
2 ſmall ſpace from the Colonels 
marquees was the ſtop line, where 
the Quarter Maſters, Adjutants, 
Doctors and Surgeons, were lodged : 
and between the ſtop line and bazars, 


was the line for the cattle. Every 
company of European privates oc-- 
cupied fix tents and one belton: an 

Enſign, Lieutenant, and Captain, 
each a tent: ſuch Officers as had 
jenanas or wives, erected tomboos, 
a kind of Indian marquees, for them, 
at their own expence. A Major had 

two marquees, one ſtore, one guard 
tent, and one belton; a Colonel, 
three marquees, two ſtore, two guard 
tents, and one belton ; the Quarter 
rota Adjutants, Doctors and 
* 


Surgeons, had each one marquee. 
On account of their peculiar du- 


ty in furniſhing the camp, the 
Quarter Maſters had; bega 


their own, other tents for their 
Serjeants, Artificers, and ſtores. 
The Seapoys lay behind. their. 


beltens, in the ſame poſition as the 
Europeans, and their Officers, ac- 
cording to rank, were accommoda- 
ted much in the ſame manner. The 
hoſvital was in a pleaſant grove not 
remote from the camp, about half 
a mile from which were the maga- 


zine and other ſtores tor ammuni- 


tion and military accoutrements; 
and on an eminence, at ſome diſ- 
tance, over the wide plain, where 
we; | encamped, aroſe..in military Y 


I the . marquees of * 
the 
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the general Officers. In the rexe of 
the entire ſcene, were the bazars or 
markets, belon ging to the different 
regiments, ona direct line with each, # 
and diſtinguiſhed from one another, 

by various flags and ſtreamers that 
wantoned in the breeze. Our eamp, 
notwithſtanding its extent, number 
of men; equipage, and arrangements, 
was completely formed in the courſe _ Ys 
of the evening we arrived at Ful- 
wherea, which is about twelve miles 
from eee . 
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VE had uren been one N 
r when ſome ſtraggling 
E villagers of the neighbouring coun- 
. try, ſtole unperceived into our camp, 
=. and plundered our tents and mar- 
| ;quees, which they ſtripped of every 

thing valuable belonging to Officers 
and privates It happened, at the 
ſame time, that they entered a ſtore 
tent, next to Mr. Baker's marquee, 
where I lay on a palankeen, a kind 
of travelling canopy-bed, reſembling & 
a camp bed, the upper part was I 
arched over with curved. bamboo, 
— wad 
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the top was hung with beautiful 
taſſels and adorned with gay trap- 
pings; and the ſides, head, and foot - 
were decorated with valuable ſilver 
ornaments. In ſhort, it Was ele- 
gantly finiſhed, and worth, at leaſt 
ſix hundred rupees; for which rea- 
ſon, ſuch vehicles are ſeldom kept 
but by people of condition. Every 
palankeen | is attended by eight ſer- 
vants, four of whom, alternately, 
carry it, much in the ſame Manner 
as our ſedan chairs are carried in 
this country, But to return tbe 
villagers, having entered, the ſtore- 
tent above mentioned, bore me ſud- 
denly away to a field about half a 
mile em the camp, cn the convey- 
ange I have juſt deſcribed to you, 
Vol. I. F „ whiet. 
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which 5 155 diſrebed of K its 18 
corations, and rifled me of what 
money I had in my pocket, and 


every garment on my body, except 
a thin pair of trouſers. So cruel 


were the mercileſs ſavages, that 


ſome were forming the barbaroug 
reſolutions of taking away my life, 
| Teſt my eſcape would lead to a diſ- 
covery of them; while others leſs 


inhuman, oppoſed the meafure, by 


obſerving I was too young to injure 
them, and prevailed on their com- 
panions to let me go. I reached the 
camp with winged feet, and went 
directly to Mr, Baker, Who was 


much alarmed when he heard of my 


dangerous fituation, but more aſto- 
niſhed at my arrival; and when I 
related hy what means my liſe was 
* 


| ſpared, and T Feng. 
mired ſuch Hams in a ſavage 
* breaſt. 


A few of thoſe ravagers, who loi- 
tered behind the reſt, were firſt de- 
tected by the guard, purſued, and 
taken: the track of others was, by 
this clew, diſcovered ; many of 
whom were apprehended, and re- 
ceived the puniſhment due to their 
crimes, for ſuch wanton depxedati- 
ons. They were flogged through 
the camp, and their ears and noſes 


cut off, as a ſhameſul example to 

their lawleſs confederates. Their 

rapacity occahoned - us to delay 

longer at Fulwherea, than we ins 

_ tended. We had ſcarcely ſuppreſſed 

thoſe licentious barbarians, when 
=: WY ..”., our 
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o was OY Mk by 
the nocturnal invafion of the jackals 


animals not unlike the European 
fox; they flocked into our camp in 
the filent midnight hour, carried 
off a great part of the poultry, and 
ſuch young children as they could 
come at It was in vain to purſue 
tliem; we were obliged to endure 
eur loſſes with: . 


nn 


people to ſupply the markets, we 
left Fulwherea early on the eighth 
morning aſter our arrival, and pro- 
eceded on our march towards 
Chrimnaſa, which lay about ninety 
miles farther off. We reached Tur- 
R on the firſt day's march, 


Where 


that infeſt this country, ferocious J 


"Having: diſpatched the proper 


where we had a river to croſs, 
which retarded. us three days, on 
account of our numbers. As the 
weather was very warm, we ad- 
vanced ſlowly, and found it exceed- 
ingly pleaſant to travel along the 
roads ſhaded with the ſpreading 
branches of fruit-bearing trees, 
bending under their luſcious. bur- 
thens of bannas, mangoes, and ta- 
marinds. Beneath the trees, were 
many cool ſprings and wells of the 
fineft water in the univerſe, with 
which the whole country of Indoſ- 
tan abounds: a ſtriking inſtance of 
the wiſdom of Providence, that 
tempers © the bleak wind to the 
ſhorn lamb,” and the ſcorching 
heat of the torrid zone to the ve 
Worn traveller. 29 7 
: Ws 3 The 


The former natives of this part of 
the world, whole purity of manners 
is ſtill perpetuated by ſeveral tribes: Ku 
of their poſterity,. having forefeen 
the abſolute neceſſity of ſuch re- 
freſhment, and- that in the region 
they inhabited, none could be more 
ſea ſonable than founts of water for 
the uſe of ſucceeding generations, - 
contrived thoſe inexhauſt ible ſources 
of relief in ſituations moſt frequent- 
ed; and to prevent any thoughtleſs 
vagrant from polluting them, took 
care to inſpire the people with a ſa- 
ered piety in favour of their wells, 
and a religious dread of diſturbing 
them. For this reaſon, they re- 
main pure and undefiled, through 
every age, and are held in the moſt 
profound veneration. Wherever 
we 


we found them, on the march, our 
hHeſt ies ſtopped to afford the men 
ſome time to recruit themſelves, 

and take in a freſh ſupply of water, 
which was carried by bullocks, in 
leathern hanpacallies or bags made 
of dried hides, ſome of which were 
borne by the Beſties on their ſhoul— 
ders. #243 $1375: {x 
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DEAR SIR, 


IN about fifteen 2 after we 
left Fulwherea, we arrived at Chrim- 
naſa, and encamped on the banks of 
the Ganges: the Morattoes fled on 
our arrival. Chrimnaſa is an open 


plain, neat which is a ſmall river 


that flows into the Ganges We 
remained here in a ſtate of tranqui- 
lity, occaſionally enjoying all the 


rural pleaſures of the delightful 


country around us. After a ſtay of 
a few months, we received orders 
from Colonels Morgan and God- 
dard, to march hence to Monghere ; 

and 
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and Meſſieurs Baker, Scott, Beſnard, 
and the Artillery Quarter Maſter, 
ſet out before the army, between 
one and two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, with the baggage and military 
ſtores, in the middle of the year 
1971. We continued on the march 
near a month, and when we came 
within thirty miles of Monghere, a 
ſmall antique houſe, built en/a rock 
in the middle of an ifland, in the 
Ganges, attracted our notice: we 
halted towards the eloſe of the 
evening, at ſome diſtance from it: 
the next day, Mr. Baker, Mr. Beſ- 
nard, and the other Gentlemen, 
made a hunting match: I accom- 
panied them: and about noon, after 
the diverſion was over, we turned 
eur horſes towards the water fide, 

and: 
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and taking a nearer view of this 
ſolitary little manſion, reſolved on 
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eroſſing the river. 


We gave our horſes f in A to 
the ſahies or ſervants, who have al- 


ways the care of them, and paſſed 


over to the ifland in one of the fiſh. 

ing boats that ply here. When we 
advanced towards the hermitage, 
which, as an object of curioſity, is 
much frequented by travellers, the 


Faquir or Hermit, who held his re- 


fidence here for many years, came 
out to meet us: he wore à long robe 
of ſaffron colour muſlin down to his 
ancles, with long looſe ſleeves, and 
on his head a ſmall mitre of white 
muſlin, his appearance was venera- 
ble from a beard that deſcended to 


his brealt ; and though the hand of 


time conferred ſome ſnowy honours 
on his head, that negligently flow- 
ed down his ſhoulders a conſidera- 
ble length, yet in his countenance 
you might read, that health and 
chearfulneſs were his companions : 


he approached us with a look of 


inconceivable complacency temper- 


ed with an apparent ſerenity of 


mind, and aſſured us that whatever 
his little habitation could afford, 
he was ready to ſupply us with. 
While he was thus ſpeaking, he 
ſeemed to turn his thoughts a little 
higher; for with eyes now and then 


raiſed towards Heaven, he continu- 
ed to count a long bead that was 
| ſuſpended from his wriſt ; and he 
had another girt* about his waiſt, 


We 
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We went with him into his dwelling, 
which was one of the neateſt 1 have 
„ ever ſeen; it Was quite ſquare, and 
5 * meaſured from one angle to 9 , 
RES other, not more than five yards: 1 Y 
L 1 2 | roſe to a great height, like a Ke. 
A Ple, 'and the top Mas flat, encem- 
3 paſſed with battlements, to which he 
3 | ſometimes aſcended by a long lad- 

f 

| 


der. At certain hours, in the day, 
he ſtretched in a liſtleſs manner on 
| the Kin of ſome wild animal, not 
| unhke A. non s, enjoying. the Ples- 

| ſure of reading. ſome favourite: au, 

4 - thor. In one corner of the houſe, 
1 he kept a continual fire, made on a 
ſmall ſpace between chree bricks, 

on which he dreſſed Lis food that 

conſiſted. mcRly. of rice, and the 1 
kruits of his garden; but whatever Y 


— 


* 


was 


as intended for Be, was 4 lai 
on a larger fire outfide the doo 
When we ſpent a little time in ob- 
ſerving every thing curious inſide 
his reſidence, he preſented us ſome 
mangoes and other agreeable fruit, 
which we accepted; and parted our 
kind hoſt, having made him ſome 
ſmall acknowledgment for his 
friendly reception, and paſſed enco- 
miums on the neatneſs of his abode 


and the rural beauty of his garden. 


We paſſed over to the continent 
in a boat, belonging to the Faquin, 
that conveyed provifions from the 
iſland to the people paſſing up and. 
down the river, who left him in rc» 
tura ſuch commodities as he met 
wanted ; and joined: the army, which | 

Fol. l.. arrived 
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Sven early the following day 4 
Monghere. 


Thekuropcon brigade marched in- 


to a fine ſpacious barrack: and the 
Seapoys into the chaumnies infide 
the fort, which is near two miles in 


\ circumference, and built on the 


Ganges in a ſquare form, with the 


| fades and front rifing out of the wa, 


ter, and overlooking all the country 
ſeats ONE the coaft. 


The Officers“ apartments in the 
front, were laid out with the great- 
Eft elegance; the ſoldiers', quite 
compact; and nothing could be 
handſomer than the exterior ap- 
pearance of the building, which 


was of Slirtering hewn ſtone, The 
old 
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fide the ramparts, fill uninjured 
by the waſte of time, was put in or- 
der. for the reſidence of Colonel 
Grant. The entrance into the fort 
was by four wide gates, conſtructed 
in a maſterly manner; one at each 
ide, opening into the barrack 
yard. It was originally built by 


ſome of the Nabobs; but fince it 


came into the poſſeſſion of the 


Company, it has ſerved as a propex 


place for our cantonments. There 
are no other ſtructures of any figure 


here. About a mile hence is a long 


row. of low, obſcure huts (ſuch as 
the common natives inhabit in ſc- 
veral parts of India) accupied by a 
claſs of people who prepare raw 
filk ; and, at a little diſtance from 
BS them 
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tem, reſide the manufacturers. 
The people, in general, here, are re- 
markably ingenious, at making all 

kinds of kitchen furniture, which 

they carry to ſuch an extent, as to 

de enabled to ſupply the markets 
in the moſt opulent cities around 
them; and are in ſuch eſteem, that 

they even ſend for them from Cal. 
cutta, and. other parts of Bengal. 
There is a deſcription of inhabitants | 

in this country, who ſupply the 
markets, and have continued i in this 
employment through many  ſac- 
cecding generations, always dwel- 
ling in one place; and others who 
follow the army under the denomi-- 
nation of bazars. 
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THERE are ſome very fine ſeats 
and villas round Monghere, built by 
European Gentlemen in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, who retire to the 

ecepuntry in the warm months of the 
year: among others, is the houſe of 
Mr. Grove, an elegant - buildin 8 
finiſhed in the Engliſh ſtyle, and 
ſtanding in the centre of every rural. 
trprovement : a mile hence is the 
reſidence of Mr. Bateman, a very 
handſome Kructure, where we ſr pent 
a few pleaſant days in the moſt po- 
lite circles: amid ſuch ſcencs, the 
G 3 riches 
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riches and luxury of the Eaft, are 
difſplayed with: faſcinating charms, 1 
Our hoſt was that elevated kind of 
character, in which public. and pri- 
vate virtues were happily blended ; 
he united. the Stateſman: with the- 
private Gentleman; the deep Poli- 
tician with the ſocial Companion; 
and though of the mildeſt manners, 
he was brave in an eminent degree, 
having led the way to victory in 
many campaigns. Twelve miles 
from Monghere, is a famous mo- 
nument erected on à hill called 
Peepaharea, which the love of anti- 
quity induced us to viſit: it is a 
ſquare building, with an arch of 
hewn ſtone riſing over a marble 
flab, ſupported by ſmall round pil- 
lars, of the ſame, without” any in- 
ſcription 2 


F 
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. ſcription”: and what is very remark-- 
able; a large tiger; ſeemingly d, „ 
veſted of the ferocity of his nature, 
comes from his den at the foot of 
the hill, every Monday and * 
neſday, to this very monument, 
without moleſting any perſon he 
meets on the way, (even children 
are not afraid to approach him) and 
ſweeps with his tail, the duſt from 
the lower part of the tomb, in 
which, it is ſuppoſed, are enſhrined 
the remains of ſome pious charat - + 

ter, who had been there interred at 

a remote period of time. The peo- 
ple have a profound veneration/ for” 

it, which has not been a little in- 

creaſed by the ſudden and untimely? | 

ſate of a Lieutenant of Artillery, 

re came hither to indulge an idle 
curiofity, 


* 


curiofity, andridiculethoſe who pail 
aeal to the force of prejudice and 


held facred : but ſhortly after, as if 


fame time ſpeechleſs; and being 
conveyed to Monghere on a litter, 
ſoon after his arrival expired. 


who, Through a narrownęſs of judg-- 


tog 
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ſuch reſpect to the memory of their. 
ſuppoſed holy man, who had deen 
depolited here. He imputed their 


ſuperſtition, and turned. it into | 
ſuch contempt, that he made water 
on the very tomb that was by them 


he had been arreſted by ſome invi- 
fible hand, for his preſumption, 
having rode but a few-paces from 
the tomb, he was thrown from his 
horſe to the ground, where he lay 


Here is an awful leſſon to thoſe, 


ment and confined ſpeculation, are 
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too apt to profane the piety of their 


fellow-creatures, merely for a dif- 
ference in their modes of worſhip. 
At a little diſtance from Peepaharea 
was the bangaloe of Gen. Barke 
conſtrudted by him on the moſt ele- 
gant plan. Here he retired to 


ſend ſome part of the ſummer, 


and entertain his friends: it was 


reſorted by the diftivguiſhed Off 


cers of his corps, - and particularly 
by Colonels Grant, Morgan, God- 
dard, Tottingham, and Majors Mor- 
riſon and Pearce, of the Artillery. 
At other times, he refided in a 


ſtately edifice in the fort, newly 


built, with exquiſite taſte and gran- 
deur. Having received orders from 
Colonel Grant,. to proceed to Cal 


eutta, we made the neceſſary pre- 
paration& 
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ee for 8 . ſor out 
from Monghere i in the beginning of | 
the year 1” 772 The firſt day, we 
reached sit⸗kund, (where we halteg 
three days to collect our market 
peop le, &c. It j is à ſmall village, 
ahovt twelve miles from Monghere, 
and in its environs are ſeven baths 
or wells, two of which are commit - 
ted to the care of Bramins, who at- 
tend them, and will not ſuffer any 
perſon out of their order, to 
touch the waters, but ſuch as 
come with a ſtedfaſt faith in 
their virtues (Which they gene- 
rally poſſeſs) to be xelieved 
from various diſorders by their ap- 
| plication. Fhe other five are com- 
mon to all who travel this way. 
The two BR} are near each other, 

25 though 
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though very different in their qua- 
litics: the water of the one which 
is of a whitiſh colour, having an 
agreeable cool taſte, while that of 
the adjacent well being of a darker 
hue, is continually boiling up The 
people of the country make the moſt 4 
frequent uſe of them, and the Bra- = 2 
mins, who diſpatch their orders to 

all quarters round them in earthen \ 
jars filled at their hallowed founts, i 
confiderably benefit by their pious i 
credulity, They even ſend it to the 3 
north of the Ganges; and it is held f , 

in holy veneration by the Hindoos f 
in Calcutta, and the other diftrifts. IE . 
„ 
14 

| 

| 
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As we were advannies on our 
march, we met a number of Hindoo 


pilgrims 
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pilgrims proceeding « on "there jour- 
ney to Sitakund, and reached Boho- 
golpore, in about fifteen days after 

we left Monghere. We encamped 

: _ outfide the town, which is, by no 
means, inconſiderable for its manu- 

N. factures. It has a mud fort thrown 
SZ round it, and contains 2 regiment 
= of n i itia, to prote c it's trade, con- 
3 0 | ffting of a famous manufaftory of 
5 fine napkins, table cloths, turbans 
1 and ſoucy, a kind of texture com- 
3 poſed of filk and cot ton, ſome of 
5 Which is beautifully variegated with 


ſiſtripes, and ſome of a nankin co- 
y lour, uſed moſtly by the Ladies of 
. the country for fummer wear. Go- 
1 vernor Pelham, who commanded 
4 here, entertained our Officers in a 
0 very ſplendid manner. We halted 
e ee e e 


four or five days to reſem b our 1 
my, and duriüg the time, the Co- 

leys were employed to clear and 
level the rugged narrot road, from 
Bohogolpore through Skilligurree. 
Before we ſet out, we perceĩy ed that 8 
Captain Brook, a very Active Offi. - 
ter, at the head of five companies 
of Seapoys, ſtationed in the differ- 
ent parts of the neighbouring 
country, had been, ſome time, en- 
gaged in the purſuit gf the Paha» 
reas, a ſavage clan that inhabit the 
mountains between Bohogolpore 
and Rajamoul, and annoy the peace. 
able reſident and unwary traveller: 
numbers, happily! were taken, 
through the indefatigable zeal of 
the above Gentleman, and juſtly 
received exemplary puniſhment: 
=O RR ſome 


nne Rowe Crd whipped 3 ina 
public manner; and others, who 
were found to be more daring and 
flagitious, ſuſpended on a kind af} 
Sibbets, ignominiouſly | een 
along the mountain 8 conſpicuous 
brow, 1 in order to ſtrike terror intg 
he hearts of their eee 


DEAR STR," 
' HENCE as we 2 pipes ed on our 
march, we beheld the lifeleſs bodies 
of theſe nefarious wretches elevated 
along the way for a confiderable 
diſtance, about half a mile from 
each other; and having paſſed 
through the lofty arches or gate 
ways of Sikilligurree and Tellic- 
gurree planted with cannon, and 
erected by ſormer Nabobs, as a 
kind of battery againſt the hoſtile 
invaſions of thoſe Mountaineers, 


we reached Rajamoul, where we 
remained a few days. 
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Our army being very numerous, 
the market people in the rere were 
attacked by angther party of the 
Pahareas, who plundered them, and 

- wounded. many with their bows and 
arrows: the picquet guard clefely 
- purſued them, killed ſeveral, and 
apprehended thirty or forty, who 
were brought to the camp. Next 
morning, as our botteewallies, graſs 
cutters, and bazar people, went to 
the mountains about their uſuab 

buſineſs of procuring provender for 
the elephants, graſs for the horſes, 
and. fuel for the camp; a gang of 
thoſe licentious ſavages, ruſhed 
with violence on them, inhumanly 
butchered ſeven or eight of our 
people, and carried off three ele- 


phants, and. as many camels, with. 
f | ſeveral 
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ſeveral horſes = bullocks. : Such 


of our hotteewallles, &c. as were 
fortunate enough to, eſcape with. 
their lives from thoſe unfeeling bar- 


barians, made the beſt of their way 


to the camp, and related the ſtory 
5 of their ſufferings to the Command- 


ing Officer, Who Eindled into re- 


ſentmentat tlie recital, inſtantly re- 
ſolved to ſend the three Quarter Maſ- 
ters with two companies of Seapoys, 


in the purſuit of the lawleſs aggreſ - 
ſors, ſome of whom, they luckily 
found ploughing in a field, to which | 


they were directed by two of the 
men whom Providence reſcued from 


their cruelty; and obſerved num- 
bers flocking from the hills to their 


afſiſtance: our men, arranged in mi- 


litary. order, fired on them; ſome * 
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of the ſavages fell on the plain, 
others wefe wounded; and the 
greater part of them, after a- feeble: 
reſiſtance with their bows, arrows, 
and ſwords, giving way to our ſu- 
perior courage and diſcipline, fled 
to the mountains for ſhelter, and 
raiſed a thick cloudy ſmoke, iſſuing, 
from ſmothered: fires, in order to 
N intercept our view, and incommode- 
us. Our gallant ſoldiers, ſwift as 
the lightning's flaſh, purſued,, over 
took, and made two hundred of 
them priſoners, who were eſcorted 
to Head Quarters, and by order of 
Colonel. Grant, ſeverely puniſhed: 
for their crimes ; ſome having their 
ears and noſes cut off, and others; 
hung in gibbets. Their bows and 
arrows, and | ponderous broad ſwords 
that 
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fas n at leaſt fifteen <a 


eagh, of which they were deprived, 


were Borne in triumph as trophies- 
of the little victory. Two of our 
hotteewallies, ſuppoled'to be malſa- 
cred by them. before this expedi ition, 
were found in a miſerable ſtate from 
their unmereiful treatment they 


were endeavouring to crawl to the 
camp, diſabled, and almoſt bleeding; 


afreſh from their recent wounds. 
The elephants, camels, &e. which 
thoſe uſeful people t took with them, 
for the purpoſe: of bringing certain: 
ſupplies to the army, were left be- 


hind in the hurry of, the ſanguinary 
and rapacious enemy's flicht, eruelly 
mangled and weltering in their 
blood: aur very horſes and bul- 


locks had iron ſpikes driven up in 


. — their” 
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their hooks, from which they muff 
have ſuffered extfeme torture! 
They were all, witli ſome difficulty, 
brought back to the camp, and 
though taken every poffible care of, 
a few only of the animals were re- 
ſtired, and the reft died in the an- 
guiſh. of "exquifite palin. - wy 


We tere delt towards 
Calcutta; and on our way thither, 
encampedat Gouagochi, which takes 
its name from a large black fort 
built on the banks of the Ganges, 
three miles from tie place of our 
encampment, where we remained 
about two months. Our Htuation 
was extremely pletſant 5 " the tents ' 
| being almoſt” covered with the 
3 ſpreading branches of mangoe and 
. 2 tamarind 
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tamarind trees, which Caſas the ri- 


gours 0 of 2 torrid ſun, ; afforded A cool 


ſhade, and brightened the face of 


the ſurrounding country; hilft the 


ganges, to heighten the beauty of 


the, varied Jang: f Cape, rolled its ma- 
i floo 9 Pan us- Hence we 


4 + *.£ 


nt to Pumd emma. where we had 
A general review. Goyernor Cottier 


dame from Bengal in order to ſee 
it, with his Aid-du-Camps, and a 


numerous train of attendants: his | 
entry into. Dumdumma was very 
magnificent : he. was accompanied 


| by our Colonel and ſorge of the prin- 


cipal Officers, who met him on the- 


arn my” were drawn up, 
and received, him with a general fa- 


lute. The entire ight was ſpent: 


in preparations for our appearance: 
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next day : every individual was em. 
ployed; and at four o'Clock, on the 
coming. morn, we were all on the 
plain 1 in military array, with'twen-" 
fy field pieces, attended by two 
companies of Artillery: not a man, 
through the Whole of thi the buſiheſs, 
in which we took up ſeveral gerd 
of ground, but difplayed' uncom- 
mon abilities; and was rewarded 
for his exertions, by the unanimous! 
conſent of the Officers, with an ex- 


tra allowance of pay and refreſh- 


ment. The natives, ho flocked 


from all quarters, for- many miles 


around, were délighred and alto 
miſhed/at the fight------" Ss 
fs * 01 are in gutt“ nrg arms r 
% And all abe ſhining pomp ofwar arr-y'd; 


_« Detcrmin'd ſoldier -, and a gallant hoſt, 
: ee Briie nm in ber ' pride cou'd bosſt - 
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The General RE IB the Go- | 
vernor's compliments on the .occa- 
fon, who declared that ſuch brave 
fellows never before adorned the 
plains of Aßia. The review was 
over at twelve & clock, when all the 
Gentlemen were: invited to break- 
faſt with the General. The men, 
overjoyed with the approbation of 
their Officers, retired to their tents 


to talk over their military atchieve- 3 


ments, and form, by the creative 
POWEr « of fancy, a ſecond grand re- 
view round th eir copious bowls of 
Arrack, a generous, exhilirating li. 
quor, diftilled from the fruit of the 
tree that bears the ſame name. The 
Governor remained a few days here, 
and was entertained in a ſtyle of 
faekent hoſpitality, by the military 

Gentlemen 
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Geke ind the moſt diftin- 
guiſhed Perſonages o the country. | 
The ſcene of their convivial feſtivi. 
ty, was the former habitation of a 
grand Nabob of this Place, con- | 
ſtructed on ap ancient Plan, and 
containing a number of ſpacjors 
apartments; but from the change 
it received from the hand of recent 
improvement, it had more the ap- 
Pearance of a modern European 
mation, | than an uncouth pite of 
building, that reared its gorhie 
head 1 in remoter time. 
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SHORTLY after the review was 
over, we marched from-Dumdum- 
ma to Calcutta, where we arrived 
in the year 1772. The firſt brigade 
that lay in Fort William, and thence 
proceeded to Denapore, was reheved 
by a part of our army (which form- 
ed the third brigade) confiſting of 
one battalion of Europeans that 
marched into the fort, and three 
regiments of Seapoys that occupied 
the chaumnies at Cheitpore; the 
other battalion of Europeans, to 
which Mr, Baker belonged, and 
Yor, I, I . three 
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three regiments of Seapoys, were 
ordered te Burxhumpore, after ſome 
thort * href 75. 

Calcutta i is a very flouriſhing ei- 
ty, and the preſidency of the Eng- 
liſh Company in Bengal. It is ſitu- 
ate on the moſt weſterly branch of 
the leſs Ganges in 87 deg. eaſt lon. 
and 22, 45 north lat.; 130 miles 
north eaſt of Baliſore, and 40 ſouth 
of Huegley. It contains a number 
of regular and ſpacious ſtreets, pub- 
He buildings, gardens, walks, and 
fiſh ponds, and from the beſt ac. 
counts, its population has advanced 
to upwards of fix- hundred thou- 
fand fouls. ' The principal ſtreets 
are the Chouk, where an-endleſs va- 

' Liety of all ſorts of goods are ſold; 
IS | 2 | the 
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the China Bazar, where every kind 
of china is expoſed to ſale; the Lal - 
bazar, Thurumthulla, Chouringee, 
Bightaconna; Mochoabazar, and 
Chaunpolgot, where the European 
Gentlemen, of every deſeription, 
moſtly reſide. The greateſt con- 
courſe of Engliſh, E repch, Dutch, 
Armenians, Abyſſinians, and Jews, 
aſſemble here; befides merchants, ' 
manufacturers, and tradeſmen, 
from the „ parts; of 
Ties 2 


- v4 J 


| N r is the old fort, 
which contains the Company's ſtores 
garriſoned by the invalids and mi- 
litia, and inhabited by Collectors, 
Commiſſaries, Clerks, and in my 
time by a Mr: Paxan, the Director 
12 or 
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or Superintendant of the people em- 
ployed in the mint, to coin goul- 
mores, rupees, and paiſſays. Fort 
William is a mile from the town, 
and the moſt extenſive in India. 
The plan of it was an irregular te- 
tragon, built with brick and mortar 
made of brick duſt, lime, molaſſes, 
and hemp, a compoſition that forms 
a cement as hard and durable as 
ſtone. The different batteries ſur- 
rounding it, are planted with about 
ix hundred cannon: and its inner 
entrance is by fix gates, four of 
which are generally left open: out- 
fide theſe are fourteen gate-ways 
leading through different avenues, 
to the inner gates ſeverally fatuate 
in oppolite directions to the river, 
the Hoſpital, Kidderpore, and Cal- 
cutta. 


- 
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eutta. Near each gate is a well, 
from which water is eafily raiſed 
for the uſe of the army by engines ; 
happily contrived for that purpoſe. » 
The Commander in Chief reſides in 
an elegant edifice within the fort, 
where there is alſo a bazar con- 
ſtantly held to ſupply the army 
with every neeeſſary: and the Offi- 
cers of rank next to him, dwell on 
the very arches of the gates, in 
beautifully conſtructed buildings, 
that, in ſuch elevated ſituations, 
have a very fine effect on the de- 
lighted beholder. Inſide the fort 
there are eight barracks, for the 
other Officers and privates 4 ſtores 
for the ammunition and accoutre- 
ments : magazines, armories, and a 
cannon and ball foundry, almoſt 
I 2 conti 
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3 continually at work, for the general 
uůleof the Company's troops thrdugh- 
out India. In ſhort, Fort William 
is an aſtoniſhing piece of human 
workmanſhip; and large enough to 
contain, at Et, ten thouſand inha- 
bitants. | 2+ $1583 


* 


The other principal public build- 
ings, are the Court-Houſes, Priſons, - 
and Churches. There are three 
Court. Houſes; ; one fronting Loldi- 
gee, one near the Governor's man- 
ion, and the other in Chaunpolgot : 
two priſons; one in Lalbazar, and 
another in Chouringee: and ſeveral 
Churches, befides the Engliſh, Arme- 
nian, and Portugueſe, which are the 
"moſt noted places of worſhip, in 
point: of magnitude, exterior figure, 
and 


- 
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and decoration. On the oppoſite 


ſide of the river axe docks for re- 
pairing and careening ſhips 10 and . 
outhde the town is an hoſpital, en- $ 
compaſſed by. a ſheltering grove; 


ſome pleaſant villas, the ſummer 
retreats of the European Gentle- 


men, delightful improvements, aro- 5 


matic. flower gardens, winding 
walks planted with embowering 
trees on each fide, and fiſh ponds 
reflecting, like an extended mirror, 
their blooming verdure on each 
margin, and Heaven's clear azure 
in the vaulted canopy above. There 
is alſo a very fine canal formed at 
the expence of Mr. Tolly, which is 


navigable for boats paſſing up and 


down: it was cut through the 


cquntry, and extended from Kid- 


32 derpore 


derpore to Culman, a diſtance of 


8 
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five or fix miles, connecting the 
Ganges with the river Sunderbun. 
Mr. Tolly benefited confiderably by 
this mode of conveyance ; as it was 
deemed more convenient than that 
of land carriage, and became the 
principal channel of - conveying 


goods to different parts of Bengal. 
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DEAR SIR, 


OUR ſtay in Calcutta was fo 
ſhort, that I have been only able to 


give you ſome account of the town, f 


forts, and environs; and am con- 
cerned that I could not contribute 
more to your entertainment, by a 
deſcription of the manners of the 
people, as we received too ſudden 
orders to march to Barahampore, 
where we arrived in the year 1773, 
having met with no extraordinary 
occurrence on the way. The can- 
tonments here are fituate on the 
banks of the river Bohogritee, and 


coꝑſiſt 
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confift of twenty-two barracks, be. 
des a magazine, ſtores, and offices. 
There are two bat racks on the ſouth 
near the river, in which the Colo- 
nels and Majors reſide: fix on the 
eaſt, and fix on the weft, occupied 
by the other Officers: in the north- 
ern direction, the privates of the 
Artillery and Infantry Corps dwell: 
the Commander in Chief has a ſu- 
perb building, about a mile from 
the barrack of the privates; and 
the intermediate ſj pace between the 
different barracks,” which form a 
ſquare, is a ſpacious plain where 
the men exerciſe. Barahampore 
is very populous, and connects with 
Muxadabad by an irregular chain 
of building, comprehending Calca- 
Pore and Caſambuzar, two famous 
manufac- 
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manufactories of filk and cotton, 
where merchants can be fupplied 
on better terms than in any other 


part of India;* The city of Muxa- 
dabad, to which I had been led by 


curiofity, is the mart of an exten- 


five trade among the natives, ſuch 
as the Moguls, Parſees, Muſſulmien, 
and Hindoos; the houſes are neat, 
but not uniform; as every dwelling 
is conſt ructed according to the pe- 
culiar fancy of the proprietor : : 


thoſe of the merchants: are, in gene- | 


ral, on a good plan, and built of 


fine brick made in the country; | 


and ſuch as have been erected by 


the ſervants of the Company, near 
the town, are very handfome firuc, 
tures. The city, including the 
ſuburbs, 1s about nine miles in 

| length, | 
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RY reneliing; as far as Bara. 
 hampore; and , the neighbouring 
country. 15. interſperſed with 3 
ſeats belonging to the Governors, 
and other Officers; among which, 
was the Nabob Mamarah Dowlah's 
palace, finiſhed'in a ſuperior fiyle 
to the reſt, and ſurrounded with 
_ arched pillars of marble, decorated 
with variegated purdoes --- over the 
arches, native bands of muſic played 
on their different inſtrumeuts, eve- 
ry morning and evening --- on one 
ſide of the palace flowed the river 
Bohogritee in winding mazes: on 
the other, ſtood the Chouk, where 
people aſſembled to fell horſes, 
wild and tame fowl, ſinging birds, 
and almoſt every produtt and ma- 
nufafture of India, 


Soon 
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dazzled with the glittering appear 
ance of the Nabob, and all his train, 
amounting to about three thoufand 


attendants, proceeding in ſolemn. 
ſtate from his palace to the temple, 


Soon after my arrival here, I was 


— 


They formed in the fplendor and 


richneſs of their attire one of the 
moſt brilliant proceſſic ions Jever be. 
held. The Nabob was carried on 4 


beautiful pavillion, or meanah, by 


ſixteen men, alternately, called by 


che natives, Baharas, who wore a 


red uniform: the refulgent canopy 


covered with tiffue, and lined with 


embroidered ſcarlet velvet, trim- 
med with filver fringe, was ſup- 
ported by four pillars of maſſy fil- 
ver, and reſembled the form of a 
beautiful elbow "Y gonſtructed 
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in oval elegance; in which he fat 
croſs-legged, leaning his back 
againſt a fine cuſhion, and his el-. 
bows on two more covered with. 
ſcarlet velvet, wrought with flow- 
ers of gold. At each fide of his 
magnificent conveyance, two men 
attended with large whiſks in their 
hands, made of ſome curious ani- 
mal's tail, to beat off the flies. The 
very handles of thoſe whiſks were 
of filver. As to the ornaments of 
his perſon -- he wore a very ſmall 
turban of white muſlin, containing 
forty-four yards, which quantity, 
from its exceeding fineneſs, would 
not weigh more than a pound and 
half; a band of the ſame encom- 
paſſed his turban, from which hung 
ſilver taſſels over his right eye: on 

| the 
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the front was a ſtar in diamond of 
the firſt water: a thin robe of fine 
muſlin covered his body, over which 
he wore another of cream colsured 
ſatin, and troufers of the ſame, 
trimmed with filver edging, and 
ſmall filver buttons: a valuable 
ſhawl of camels hair, was thrown 
negligently about his ſhoulders; 
-and another wrapped round his 
waiſt : infide the latter, he placed 
his dagger, that was in itſelf a piece | 
of curious workmanſhip, the hilt 
being of pure gold, ſtudded with 
diamonds; and embelliſhed with 
"I chains of —_— | 


_ His ſhoes were of bright crimſon 
vel embroidered with filver, and 
ſet round the ſoals and binding 

. K 2 with 
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with pearls. Two Aid-du-Camps, 
one at each fide, attended him on 
horſeback ; from whom he was [tle 
mon diſtinguiſhed in ſplendor of 


| habiliment, than by the diamond 


ſtar in his turban. Their ſadd les 
were ornamented with taſſels, fringe, 
and various kinds of embroidery. 
Before and behind him, moved in 
the po: np of ceremony, a great num- 
ber of pages, and near his perſon 
ſlowly advanced his life guard, 
mounted on horſes: all were clad 
in a ſtile of unrivalled elegance: the 
very earth with expanding boſom, 
poured out her treaſures to deck 
them; and the artiſan eſſayed his 
| utmoſt ſkill to nn their trap- 


| pings. 
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His pipe was of a ſerpentine form, 
nine eubits in length; and termed 


hooka: it reached from his lips, 


though elevated his ſituation above 


the gay throng, to the hands of a 


perſon who only walked as an at- 


tendant in the train, for the purpoſe 


of filling the ſilver bowl with a nice 
compound of muſk, ſugar, :oſe-wa- - 


ter, and a little tobacco finely 
chopped, and worked up together 
into a-Kind of dough,” which was 
diſſolved into an odoriferous liquid 
by the heat of à little fire made of 
burnt rice, and kept in a ſilver veſ- 
ſel with a cover of the ſame, called 
Chilm, from which was conveyed 
a fragrant cool ſmoke, through a 


ſmall tube connecting with another 


chat aſcended to his mouth. 
Ss * The 
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The part which the attendant 
held in his hand, contained at leaſt 
a quart: of water: it was made of 
" glaſs, ornamented with a number 
of little golden chains. admirably 
contrived : the ſnake which com- 
prehends both tubes was : tipped 
with gold at each end, and the in- 
termediate ſpace was made of wire 
| inſide a cloſe quilting of ſatin, filk, 
and muſlin, wrought in a very inge- 
nious manner: the mouth piece was 
alſo of gold, and the part next to 
his lips ſet with diamonds. 


A band of native muſic played 
before him, accompanied with a big 
drum, conveyed on a camel, the 
ſound of which, could be heard ata 
great diſtance : and a halcorah or 

R herald 
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herald advanced onward in the front 
of the whole company,-to-proclaim 
his arrival, and clear the way before 
him. Crowds of people from every 
neighbouring quarter, thronged to 
ſee him. I waited for ſome time, to 
ſee him enter into the temple with 
all his retinue, who left their ſhoes 
at the door as a mark of veneration 
for the ſacred fane into which they | 
were entering. . The ' view of this 
grand proceſſion, gave me infinite 
pleaſure, and induced me to conti- 
nue a little longer in Muxadabad. 
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DEAR SIR, 4 B 

SHORTLY after the proceffion, 1 
met with a relation of mine, a Ma- 
hometan, who requeſted my atten- 
dance at the circumciſion of one of 
his children. Previous to this cere- 
mony, which I ſhall deſeribe in the 
order of ſucceſſion, it may be necef. 
ſary to premiſe, that a child is bap- 
-tized three times according to the 
rites of this religion. The firſt bap- 


tiſm is performed at time of the 


birth, by a Bramin who, though of 
different religious principles, is held 

in the utmoſt veneration by the Ma- 
EIFS, , hometans, 
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hometans, for his ſuppoſed know- 
ledge in aſtrology, by which he is 
ſaid to foretel the future deſtiny of 
the child ; when he diſc harges the 
duties of his facred function on ſuch 
an occaſion, which conſiſts in no- 
thing more than this prophecy, and 
calling the child by the moſt favour- 
able name, the myſteries of his Jci- 
. ence will permit, he receives ſome 
preſents from the parents and Ein- 
dred, and retires. | 


The ſecond baptiſm, which takes 
place when the child is four days 
old, is performed by the Codgi, or 
Mulna, the Mahometam Clergy- 
man, in the preſence of a number 


of women, who vifit the mother 
after her delivery; he firſt reads 


ſome 


fro rut TRavels or 
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ſome prayers in the alcoran, ſprin- 
kles the child with conſecrated. | 
water, and ancints the navel and 
"ears with a kind of oil extracted 
from muſtard ſeed, which concludes 

the ceremony. The Prieſt then 
quits the womens' apartment, and 
Joins the men in another room. 
- When he has withdrawn, the Ha- 
| jams” wives enter the chamber, and 
attend the mother of the child 
with every apparatus neceſſary in 
her ſituation: one aſſiſts to pare 
her nails, and - ſupplies her with 
-a baſon of water to waſh her hands 
in; and ethers are employed in dreſ- | 
ing her in a beceming manner. 
Several Ladies of diſtinction come 
to vifat her, preſenting. her their 
congrajulatory compliments on her 


e Rs happy 
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oor] recovery, = filling he r wa 
at the ſame time, with a quantity 
of freſh fruit, as the emblem of 


plenty. When this ceremony is over 


they fit down to an entertainment 
ſerved up by the Hajams' wives, and 
prepared by women in more menial 
offices. Their uſual fare is a variety 
of cates and ſweetmeats. The men, 


who alſo congratulate the father, 


wiſhing every happineſs to his off. 
ſpring, are regaled much in the 
ſame manner. Thus is the ſecond 
baptiſm celebrated; from which the 
third, which is ſolemnized on the 


twentieth day after the birth, dif. 
fers only in Pot of time. | 


The Mabometne 5 not e e 


the ereumfion, e or fourth baptiſm, 
until 
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until the child is feven years'old, 
and carefuRy initiated in fuch prin, 
ciples of their religion as can be 
well conceived at ſuch a tender age. 
For fome time before it, the poorer 
kind of people uſe much economy 
in their manner of living, to enable 
them to defray the expences of a 
ſplendid entertajnment, as they are 
very ambitious of difplaying the 
greateſt elegance and hoſpitality on 
ſach occaſions. When the period of 
enteringon this ſacred bufineſs is ar- 


rived, they diſpatch Hajams or Bar- 


bers, whofromthenatureoftheiroc. 


- cupationarewell acquainted with the 


city, to all the inhabitans of the Ma- 


Hometan profeſſion, refiding within 


che walls of Muxadabad, to whom 


the 
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cards in this eountry. The gueſts 


this invited aſſembled in a great 


| ſquare, large enou gh to contain two 
thouſand perſons, under a ſemana 
of muſlin ſupported by handſome 
poles erected at a certain diſtance 
from each other; the ſides of it 


were alſo made of muſlin, and none 
would be ſuffered to enter but Ma, 


hometans. The arxival of the Mulna 
was announced by the Muſic, who 
had a kind of orcheftre within the 
ſemiana : attended by one of the 
Ha jams, he approached the child who 
was decked with jewels and arrayed 


in ſcarlet muſlin, and fat under a 


beautiful canopy richly ornamented 
with filk hangings, on an elegant 
Lim chair with velvet cuſhions 
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to the back and fides, from which 
. he Was taken and mounted on a | 
. horſe, accompanied by four men, 
| huis neareſt relations, each holding a 
| drawn: {word in his. hand, who alſo 
wore a dreſs of ſcarlet muſlin. 
People of condition, among the 
Mahometans, contribute largely to 
the magnificence of this ceremony; 
and appear on horſeback in the 
midſt of the gay aſſembly, with 
their fineſt camels 1 in rich fur niture 
led after them. ET; 


7 


| But to return. — the child was 
conducted i in this manner to a cha- 
pel, at the door of which he alit, 
aſſiſted by his four relations, who 
entered with him into the ſacred 
puilding, where he bowed i in ado- 
ration 
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ration to one of the Prophets, re- 
peating with his kindred, ſome 
prayers he had been before taught 
by his parents; after this pious 
duty is over, he is again mounted 
on his horſe, and led to another 
chapel where he goes through the | 
ſame forms, and ſo on to them all, 
praying with the reſt of the com- 
pany, and feryently imploring in 

the attitude of proftrate humility, 
the great Alla to protect him from 
every harm in the act of circum- 
ciſion. | 7 
After they had taken their rounds 
to the different places of worſhip, 
they returned to -the ſquare in 
which the ſemiana was erected, and 
Placed him under the glittering ca- 
L. 2 nopy, 
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nopy, upon his ee chair, 
The muſic that played before hun, 
ſuddenly ceaſed, when the Mulna 
appeared in his ſacredotal robes, 
holding a falver.baſon of conſecrated 
water, with which he ſpripkled him; 
while the Hajam ſlowly advancing 
in order to circumciſe him, inſtant- 
ly performed the - operation. In 
tis eritical moment, every indivi- 
duel in the numerous erowd, ſtood 

on one foot, and joined his father 
and mother in heartfelt petitions to 
Heaven for his ſafety. The Muſic 
again ftruck up, and played ſome 
cheerful airs: after which, the 
child was taken home by his parents 
and put to bed. The company be- 
ing ſerved with water and napkins 
by the Hajams, waſhed. their hands 
171 8 4 and 
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and fat down barefooted on a rich 
carpet, to partake of a favourite 
diſh called by the natives pelou, 
compoſed of ſtewed rice and meat 
highly. ſeaſoned, which they are in 
general fond of: The entire ſcene was 
illuminated with torches, which, 
by a ſtrong reflexion of artificial 
luſtre, ſeemed to heighten the fplen- 
dor of their ornaments. 


7. Y DEAR SIR, 


1 SHALL now proceed to give 
you ſome account of the form of 
marriage among the Mahometans, 
which is generally ſolemnized with 
all the external ſhow -of Oriental 
pageantry. The parents of the 

young people, firſt treat on the ſub- 
ject of uniting them in the bands of 
wedlock, and if they mutually agree 
on a connection between them, the 
happy pair, who were never per- 
mitted to ſee each other, nor even 
conſulted about their union, are 
| Joined in marriage at a very youth- 
| ful 
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ful time in life, che female ſeldom 
exceeding the age of twelve, and 
the lad little more advanced in 
years: they muſt always be of the 
ſame caſt, and trade; for a weaver 
will not give his daughter to a man 
of any other occupation: in the high- 
er ſcenes of life, each of the part ies 
bring a ſplendid fortune; but 
among people of the middle claſs, 
the woman has ſeldom more allot- 


ted her than her apparel, furniture, 


and a few ornaments of ſome value, 
as the parents of the man provide 
for both, by giving him a portien 
of ſuch property as they can afford; 
in land, merchandize, or mple- 
ments of trade, according to their 
fituation. When they conclude all 
matters to their ſatisfaction, Hajams | 
| | are 


are ſont with nutmegs, in the uſual 
form, to invite their friends and ac- 
quaintance to the wedding, and the 
houſes of each party are adorned 
with green branches and flowers. 
Outſide the doors they erect galle- 
ries for the muſicians, under which, 
are rows of ſeats or benches for the 
accommodation of the lower claſsgf 
people, who are forbid any cloſer 
communication. Allured by-invi- 
tation and th love of pleaſure, the 
welcome gueſts arrive, and diſco- 
ver the houſes by the green branch- 
es and flowers with which they are 
gayly dreſſed, to diſt inguiſh them 
from others. The entire week is 
ſpent in the utmoſt mirth and con- 
vivial enjoyment. The fineſt ſcar- 
N let muflin is procured for the young 


people 


2” Gs their i by their 
parents on both ſides : thoſe of the 

youth ſupply the dreſſes of the 
young woman and her kindred ; and 
hers furniſh him and his relatives 
with ſuitable * Rok; 


Thus arrayed, the bridegroom 1s 
carried on a palanquin, with lighted 
torches in his train, attended by a 
number of people, to the houſe of 
the bride, whoſe friends meet him 
on the way. At his arrival, the 
ceremony is performed, if the man- 
ſion be large enough to contain the 
cheerful throng that aſſemble on 


this feftive occafion; if not, which 
is generally the caſe, a ſerniana is 
cretted in a ſpacious fquare, in the 
centre * which 3s a canopy about 

| ſeven 


and ftars. Beneath this temporary 
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ſeven feet high, covered on the top 
with the fineſt ſnow- white muſlin; | 
and decorated inſide with diverſified | 
figures repreſenting the ſun, moon, | 


dome, the coy maid reclines on a 


ſoft cuſhion, in an eaſy poſture, 


while the raptured youth, ſcouring 
through fancy's lawn, on the wings 
of expectation, and already antici- 


pating the joys' of connubial felici- 


ty, leans oppoſite his fable Dulci- 


nea in a fimilar attitude. ö The 


breathing inſt ruments now wake 
their trembling ſtrings to announce 
the coming of the Mulna, who en- 


tecs the ſcenes with an air of cha- 
racteriſtic ſolemnity: the muſic 
gradually ceaſes, till it's expiring 


voice is lulled into a profound 
Klence; 
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filence; and the Prieſt opens the 
alcoran, which is held according to 
cuſtom by four perſons, one at each 
corner, and reads, in grave accents, 
the ceremony. The bride and 
bridegroom interchange rings, 
_ which they put on their fingers; 
and one of the bridemaids, ſuppoſed 
to be her relation, comes behind 
both, who are velled, and ties, in 
a cloſe} knot, the ends of. their 
ſhawls together, to ſignify their 
firm union, The Mulna, finally, 
conſecrates A glaſs of water and 
ſugar, which he preſents to them: 
they alternately taſte it, hut the 
man gives it round to a few ſelect 
friends of the company, Who, in 
turn, put it to their lips, wiſhing 
oneneſs to the married couple. 
They 
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They now fit down to an elegant 
ſupper, after Which the dancing 
girls are introduced, who make 4 
ſplendid appearance, clothed in 
embroidered ſilks and mullins, and 
moving In a variety of looſe atti. 
tudes that allure admiration and 
excite the patrons: 


When the entertainment! is over, 
A ſalver plate not unlike a ſalver, is 
carried about, into which al moſt | 
every individual draps' ſome pecu- 
niary gratuity to reward the trou- 
ble of the Hajams, and the gueſts 
retire in company with the newly 
wedded pair, who are conveyed on 
ſeparate palanquius to the houſe of 
his father, while bands of muſic in 
Ne mood are playing before 
8 | them, 
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them, numerous torches flaming 
round them, that ſeem with their 
blaze to diſperſe the gloom of 
night, and fire-works, exhibiting 
in the ambient air, a variety of 
dazzling figures. When they ar- 
rive, the Mulna gives them his 3 
benediction, and ſprinkles the peo- 

ple about them, with perfumed | 

water coloured with ſaffron : a ſe- 
cond entertainment is then Pre- 
pared for their friends and ac- 
quaintance, which concludes tlie 
hymeneal feftivity, Among pec- 
ple of rank, merchants, and tradeſ- 
men, who have made any acquiſiti- 
ons, in life, the Lady never goes 
outſide the doors after marriage, 
except when ſhe is carried on a 
Nn dere which is ſo well covered 


Yor. I 5 M. that 
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that ſhe cannot be ſeen by any 
body. A man of any conſequences 
in India, does not ftir out for 4 
week after his nuptials, and would 
deem it diſhonourable to ſuffer * 
his wife to appear in public: the * 
indigence of the poorer - kind of 
people precludes them from the 
obſervance of this punctilio. The 
huſband's entire property after his 
deceaſe, comes into the poſſeſſion 
of his wife, It may be here ob- 
ſerved, that the Hindoo, as well as 
the Mahometan, ſhudders at the 
idea of expoſing women to the pub- 
lic eye: they are held ſo ſacred in 
India; that even the ſoldier in the 
rage of ſlaughter will not. only 
ſpare, but even protect them. The 


Haram is a ae againſt the 
horrors 


horrors of waſting war, and ruffians 
covered with the blood of a huſ. 
band, ſhrink back with confuſion 

at the apartment of his wife. | 


— 
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THE Mahometans are, in gene- 
ral, a very healthful people: re- 
frajning from the uſe of ſtrong li- 
quors, and accuſtomed to a tempe- 
rate diet, they have but few diſ- 
caſes, for which their own expe- 
rience commonly finds ſome fim- 
ple yet effeQual remedy. When 
they are viſited by fickneſs, they 
bear it with much - compoſure of 
mind, partly through an expecta- 
tion of removing their diſorder, by 
their own manner of treating it: 
but when they pereetye their ma- 

| „ 
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lady grows too violent, to ſubmit 
even to the utmoſt exertions of 
their Kill, they ſend for a Mulna, 
who comes to the bedſide of the 
fick perſon, and putting his hand 
over him, feels that part of his 
body moſt affected, and repeats, 
with a degree -of fervency, ſome 
pious prayers, by the efficacy of 
which, it is ſuppoſed the patient 
will ſpeedily recover. The Maho- 
metans meet death with uncommon 
reſignation and fortitude, confider- 
ing it only as the means of enlarg- 
ing them from a ftate of mortal 
captivity, and opening to them a 
free and glorious paſſages to the 
manſions of bliſs. Thoſe ideas 
conſole them on the bed of fick- 
neſs; and even amid the pangs of 

x3 diſſolution, 
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diſſolution, the parting ſoul ſtrug- 
gling to leave its earthly priſon, 

and panting for the joys of immor- 

tality, changes, at bright intervals, 
the terrors of the grum Monarch 
into the ſmiles of a Cherub, who 

_ - invites it to a happier region. 


When a perſon dies among them, 

the neighbours. of the ſame religi- 
ous principles, bring the family of 
the deceaſed to their houſes, and 
uſe every means to comfort- them 
im their affliction. The corpſe is 
fſtretched on the death bed, which 
is covered with white muſlin, and 
adorned with flowers: wax tapers 

are lit about it, and the room hung 
round with white cotton. Numbers 
aſſemble together to pray for the 

departed 


hours after the deceaſe of the per- 
ſon, on account of the exceffive 
heat of the climate, the body ts 
wrapped up in muſlin, and carried 
towards the grave, near which it 
is laid down, before it is interred : 


all the people who attend the fu. 


neral kneel in a direct line beſide 
it, imploring the great Alla to give 


the ſoul eternal reſt: it is then 


configned to the filent ſcene of in- 
terment, and the relations throw a 


little clay on it, after which it is 
covered. The Mulna conſecrates a 


quantity of thin cakes, which he 
diſtributes in broken pieces among 
the people, who ſhare them with 


each other, and join in prayer, 


vrhile the eldeſt ſon of the deceaſed 
ſprinkle 


departed f pirit, and twenty-four | 
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= 


128 THE TRAVELS OF 


EE @RQCCQPAMXRﬀLLXTY”" RmMHHR=— 


ſprinkles the grave with holy wa- 
ter, and ſpreads a large white I 
Meet over it. Four days after the 
funeral, the relatives entertain their | 
neighbours and a multitude of poor , 
people with unlimitted hoſpitality, 
who, in gratitude for their munifi- 
cence, offer up their united petiti- 
ons to Heaven for the. kinſman of 
their benefactors. 


People of condition have grand 
monuments erected to their memo- 
ry, and lamps lighting at their 
tombs throughout the year: their 
houſes alſo, on certain feſtivals, are 
magnificently illuminated in re- 
membrance of them. The poorer 
natives perform this ceremony at 
the grave and their own habitalions, 
but 
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but once in the year, ior a ſhort 


ſpace of time. After the death of 


a huſband, his wife puts 'on no 
mourning, and difrobing herſelf of 


> all the ornaments of dreſs and 


jewels, wears only plain white muſ- 
lin. In the middle walk of life, 
the widow enjoys the ſole property, 
which, making ſome reſerve” for 
herſelf, ſhe generally divides in a 
very equitable manner, among her 
children: in more elevated ſituati- 
ons, the ſon ſucceeds his father in 
rank or employment. 


The Mahometans are ſtrict adhe- 
rents to the tenets of their religion, 
' whichdoes not, by any means, conſiſt 
in that enthuſiaſtic veneration for 


Mahometſo generally conceived : it 
confiders 
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conſiders much more, as its prima- 
ry object, the unity of the ſupreme 
Being, under the name of Alla: 
Mahomet is only regarded in a ſe- 
condary point of view, as the miſ- 
fonary of that unity, merely for def. 
troying the idol worſhip, to which 
Arabia had continued ſo long un- 
der bondage: and ſo far from ad- 
dreſſing him as a deity, that in their 
oraiſons, they do not pray to him, 
but for him, recommending him to 
the divine mercy: it is a miſtaken, 
though a generally received opini- 
on, that pilgrimages were made to 
his tomb, which, in a religious ſenſe, 
were only directed to what is called 
the cahabah or holy-houfe at Mec- 
ca, an idol temple dedicated by him 
to the unity of God. His tomb is 
p | at. 
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at Medina, viſited by the Mahome-" 


- tans, purely out of curioſity and 
reverence to his memory. Moſt of 
© his followers carry their veneration 


for the ſupreme Being ſo far, as 
not only, never to mention the 
word Alla or God, on any common 
occaſion, but think it in ſome de- 
gree blaſp hemous to praiſe or de- 
fine a Being, whom they conſider 


as ſo infinitely tranſcendant to all 
praiſe, definition or comprehen- 


ſion, Thus, they carry their ſcru- 
puloſity to ſuch a length, as not 
even to approve of calling him 
good, righteous, or merciful, from 


their thinking ſuch epithets ſuper- 


fluous and impertinent ; as if one 


were emphatically to ſay of a man 


that he had a head, or any other 
member 
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member neceſſary to the. human 
form: for they conceive it to be a 
profanation of the name of God, to 
accompany it with human attri- 
butes; and that no idea can be ſo 
acceptable to that Being, as the 
name it{elf, a ſubſtantive infinitely 
ſuperior and independent of the 
connexion of any adjective to give 
it the leaſt degree of additional 
cmphalis. FTW, 
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DEAR _ 


1 SHALL now n the „ fubje& 
from grave to gay, and endeavoux 
to entertain you with ſome accaunmt 
of the dancing girls af this country, 
At a very. youthful time of life, 
they axe regularly trained in all the 
arts of pleaſing, by a hacknexed 

matron, worn in the campaigns of 
Venus, whoſe. paſt experience ren. 
ders her pexfectly adequate to the 
taſk of inſtruction, for which ſhe 
rece ves from her pupils a ſhare. of 
the pecuniary favours conferred. on 
them by their gallants, and alſo 
Yor, I, N procures 
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procures them every article of dreſs 
that can ſet them off to advantage. 1 
They have different Places of abode, 
ſometimes occupying the hand. 
ſomeſt houſes in towns or cities; 
and in the fine ſeaſon of the year, 
they retire to the country, where 
their villas, gardens, bowers, and 
every other rural improvement, are 
laid out in uch a manner, as to 
allure the moſt unconcerned ob- 
ſerver. Hither, ſome of the prin- 
cipal Nabobs and European Gen- 
tlemen of the firſt diſtinction, are 
drawn by the love of pleaſure, and 
laviſh immenſe ſums on theſe crea- 
tures, who are generally recruited 
out of the people of all cafts and 
denominations, though not with. 
out a peculiar attention to beauty 


or 
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or agreeableneſs; yet, even the 
knowledge of their being ſo com- 
mon, is with many totally forgot- 


ten in the raviſhing diſplay of their 
natural and acquired charms. They 


dance to the muſic of cymbals, | 
fifes, and drums, they term tum- 


mime ſuch ſcenes, as A lover court- 
ing his miftreſs; a procureſs, en 
deavouring to ſeduce a woman 
from one gallant to another; and 
a girl, timorous and afraid of be- 
ing caught in an intrigue. All 
_ theſe love-ſcenes, they perform, in 

geftures, air, and ſteps, with well- 
adapted expreſſion. In ſome of 
their dances, even in public, mo- 
deſty is not much reſpected in the 
motions of their limbs, the quiver- 
N 2 ing 
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ing of their hips, and other laſci. 


vions attitudes, into which they 
throw themſelves, without expoſing 2 
any nudity. But in private parties, 
they introduce other . dances, in 
winch, though they never offend 
delicacy, by diſcovering any part of 
their bodies, hey betray ſuch faſ- 
_ Cimatins: looks and poſtures, as are 
probably more dangerous. In ſhort, | 
there is no attraction, of which. 
they are not capable, and by theſe 
unfriling-arts, they frequently ar- 
rive at the temple of forwne. In 
many parts of India, there are ſeve - 
ral fine Mabometan chapele built 
by them, and rich faftoricy eſtab- 
liſhed, where various artilans and 
tradefmen find the greateſt enen, 
ragement. 5 '1 


The 


LEAN Wasen. 


The Irefoof theſe women, which 
2 differs according to the cuſtom of 
te country, is in all, however, the 
moſt ſplendid conceivable. Their 
perſons glitter with jewels from 
head to toe, ſince even on their 
toes they wear rings. Carcanets 
adorn their necks, bracelets their 
arms, and chains of gold and falver, 
enriched wath precious ſtones, their 
very ankles. They alſo wear noſe- I 
jewels, to Which the familiar eye is 
ſoon reconciled. Their breaſts are 
covered With thin muflin, embel- 
liſhed with gems, and the ſwell of 
the tempting boſom diſplayed to 
ſuch advantage, warms: even frigid 
inſenſihility with a glow of ſoft 
ſenſations. Their necklaces are 


e of flowers ſtrung toge- 
N 3 f ther, 
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ther, which they call mogrees, re- 
ſembling Spaniſh double jeſſamy, 4 

but of a more agreeable odor, and 
preferable to any perfumes, delight- 


ing at once the ſight and ſmell. 


Their dreſs confiſts of a long white 
muſlin gown, extremely clear and 
fine, with a ſhort body and long 
ſleeves, and the ſkirt which con- 
tains near twenty yards, is orna- 


mented in its train, with filver | 


fringe; a long trouſers” made of 
fancy Glk, exactly fitted to their 
' ſhapes, and a large ſhaw], that 
covers the head and ſhoulders, em- 
broidered with a deep filver fringe. 


On the head they wear jewels and - 


flowers; and their long black hair 
is generally. braided. Many of 
; them, eſpecially thoſe 1 in commerce 
1288 


with the Moguls and Moors, follow 
the old Eaſtern cuffom, of forming 
8 A black circle round their 'eye- 
borders, by drawing a bodkin be- 
* tween them, with their eye-hds 
ſhut, that both fides may receive 


the tint of the ſtibium, or powder 
of antimony that ſticks to the bod 


kin. The powder is called by them 
ſurma; which they imagine re- 
freſhes and cools the eye, beſides 
exciting its luſtre, by the ambient 
blackneſs. They avoid every de- 
gree of affectation in their man- 
ners, and copy nature, as their 
grand original, in the imitation 
and refinement of which, their art 


chiefly confiſts. Befides, they have 


nothing” of that groſs impudence 


which characteriſes the European 
| proftitutes ; 12 
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proſtitutes; their ſtyle of ſeduction 
being all ſoftneſs and gentleneſs: 
their carefles axe not only well mall 
aged, but well timed in the cloy- 
ing minutes of ſatiety, - There are 
ſome of them, even amidſt their 
vices and depravity, whoſe minds 
are finely impreſſed with generous 
ſentiments- The follo ing authen- 
tie account is a ſtriking proof of 


One af them lived, ſome years 
ago, at a pleafant ſeat a few miles 
from Coſſumbuzar, where ſhe had 
been viſited by ſome ot the pxinci- 
pal. men of the country, among 
whom was 2 rich factox, whole at- 
tachments to her. divexted his at- 
an, from. bulinels, in fuch.,a 


manner, 


manner, that be became 4 bank⸗ 


Supt. Thie misfortune preyed ſo 


much on his mand, that his melan- 
choly could not well eſcape the 
obſervation of his miſtreſs, from 
whom he endeavoured to conceal it 


as much ns poſſible; dreading to be 


forſaken by her in his poverty. 
After repeated entreaties on her 
part, he, at length, made her ac- 
quainted with his fituation : ſhe ſud- 
denly left him, and to his great 
aſtoniſhment, ſhortly returned 
with money and effects, to ſuch 
an amount as enabled him to 
conduct his buſineſs with more 
ſpirit and application than ever. 


Here is an inſtance, that even the 
human 


wy . 
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human heart plunged in crimesand | 
immorality, may ſometimes be 
rouſed from its tor por by the voi 
of humanity. 


TT an. . 0 8 | 2 5 8 
Mor part of our army which CE. 
we left in Caleutta, arrived at Ba- 
rahampore before our departure; 
and Mortly after, the entire brigade 
receiſed orders to march to Dena- 
pere, where we arrived in the 
year 1778. On the Bengal eſtab- 
liſhment, there are three brigades, 
who all wear the uſual ſcarlet uni- 
form: that of the firſt is faced 3 
with blue — of the ſecond with a 
black --- and the third with yels M8 
low. Each brigade contains one re- 
giment of Europeans, fix regiments” ; 
FR = R 'S 
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57 | five — "of- 1 
=. Artillery, called Gullendas, 


*, Sand 
„to companies of ive Cava, 
KA xegiment of Seapoys on tie ge. 
dent eſtablifhment, donſiſts 1 Two, | 
Hat ta lions, each jon 880 wen + 
ur fie companies, with i, | 
two Lieutenants, three RH de 
Serjeant- Major, Europeans; „elle 
3 *dne Comedan; five Swbidars, then 
_-Y 5 Jemidars, tfürty Howaldars, thuty 

= * Homaldars, five Tombenrwallas, 

_._ _ ve Bufleewallas, and ow Troohe- 
. ann Natives. 1 | 
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Jemidar e an 8 r 
4 Nowa ldar a Serjeant ä 
4 r * 4 Corporul 
3h .. ., d private Stir — 
4 Tenbeupwalh 4 thao": = 
4 Bafleewalla f., 4 Fife „ 
7 E „ — Trumpeter | A; 
- 28 ; * art 
A T he Seapoys are n of Ma, 
hometans and Hindoos, Who make 
no other diſtinction in their exte.. 
rior appearance, than that the Hin- 
doos colour each ſide of the face 
Land forehead with a kind of red 
paint, produced from the timber of 
the ſandal tree. The dreſs of both, 


7 


is a thin muſlin ſhirt, a red coat in 
kiten a turban; ſaſh, and ſhort 
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muſlin, is moſtly blue as well as the 
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trouſers, The turban, "tied 5 is oof 


ſaſh : It is quite ſmall, fitted very 
cloſely to the head, and not unlike 
a Scotch bonnet in form, except that 
the front is more flat, to ph 4 1 
they affix a cockade of white muſ- 
lin puffed and trimmed with ſilver 
lace, with a ſtar in the middle, It 
is alſo ornamented with cugious 
narrow fe ſtoons made of thin Wire, 
Round the neck are worn two or 
three rows of wooden beads,” and a 
ſhield on the left ſhoulder, | An Of. 
ficer wears filver or glaſs beads, a 
coat of ſcarlet cloth, in uniform 
with the brigade to which he be- 
longs, a blue ſzſh and turban, con- 


taining merge yards each; a pair of 
long 


as 
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s trouſers, half boots, and a ſhield 
on Honey ſhoulder. cam 


The Cakes cho are in Ei” 

5 well diſciplined in the uſe of arms, 

ſerve as a ſtrong reinforcement to a 

much leſs number of Europeans, and 

on many occaſions, diſplay great 
firmneſs and reſolution. 


As a al to this 1 I beg 
leave to ſubjoin an alphabetical ex- 
planation of Perſian and Indian 
terms, not commonly underſtood in 
this p | | 
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PERSIAN . 1 INDIAN | TERMS. 


D . * 


Amdanny--- Imports 
Argee---a Petition 


Aſſammees----Dealers in 4 en nt 
branches of trade 


B. 
Bang an intoxicating nee f a ve- 
getable 


Bazar---a Market 
Baudſhaw---a King 


Baudſhaw- | 
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© Baudſhawjoddi---a. Queen 
- Begum---a Princeſs 


* Betel a leaf growing on a vine, and 


# cheaved by all ranks of N 

8 Prieft 

Buckſerrias--- Foot Soldiers, with on- 
VD. fword and target 

Buxey---1reaſurer to the Mogul, or 
" Paymaſter of troops 

Bundar---a Cuftom-houſe 


C. 


Cawn---2 title of aignity 

| Codgi---a Biſhop © * 

Chop---2 ſmall ſeal, on E is en- 
n rhe na me of the Ae. 
gul 

Choulttj—uen open houſe for all tra- 
vellers 

0 3 Chout 
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Chout---a fourth part or 4 kribute 7 
exacted by the Morattoes. wal 

Chowkeys---Turnpikes ; ; or guards. at g 
landing places | 


Caffres---Negroes from Africa, trained 2 
up as ſoldiers by the Eu- 
ropeans 

Cooley---a Porter, or Labourer of any 
kind 

Coſs---a diftance of two miles and 
more 

Coſſid---a foot Meſſenger or Poſt 

Cowle---a protection 

Crore of Rupees. an hundred 2 
or near 1, 250, oool. Aterling 


D. 


Dawgahs--Cu ton-l.ouſe O Ficers, bf 
Collecters 
Decoyt 
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*Decoyt---a Robber- 

> Dewan---King's Treaſurer 

@ Dewanny---Superintendency over the 
royal revenues 

Dooley---a woman's chair, like a ſedan 

Dummadah a river 

Durbar---the Court or Council F 4 
Mogul Prince 

Duſtuk---4n order +0 


F. 


Firman---4 royal mandate, or grant. 


Fouzdar---a Governor, military Offi- 
cer, or Renter 8 


"EG. 
Gentoo---a native Indian, in a fla te 
of idolatry 
Gomaſtah 


El 
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— Gomaſtah---a Broker, Factor, or 
Agent 8. 
Gunge---Grain Market 
wallers---Carriers of palanquins © 


H. 


Hackeries---Carts or coaches drawn 
by oxen + 
Harkarahs---Sp:es 


I. 


Jaghire---a diſtrict granted as a mark 

of honor, or allotted as a 
penfion 

Jaggernaut---the Gentoo pa? oda 

I Enſign 


Killedar 


5 
- 


Killedar---the Governor of a Fort 


8 ſterling. 
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K. 


Kiſt bundee--- Times of the payment of 
the country Revenues 


1 
Lack of Rupees about 12, cool. 


Maund---hetween 70 and 80 pounds; 
at Surat only 37 pounds 

Moonſhee---a Perſian Secretary 

Mulna---a Mahometan Prieſt 

Moories-- Writers | 

Muchuleas-<Bonds of obligation 

Muſnud--!he throne of an India. 
Prince 


Muxedatad 8 
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Muxadabad--the capital of Bengal |, 


appointed by the Souba : 
Naib--a Deputy to the Governor of @ 
place 


„ 
O. 
Omrahs Privy Counſellors to the 
Mogul, and men of the firſt 
rank in the empire 
; „* 
Paddy. Rice in the huſk 
- Paddy-grounds-«Rice fields 
| Pagoda---an Indian temple 


Pagoda 
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— Indian coin worth 75. 8d. 

| fterlins 

Palanquin--a kind of canopy bed for 
a travelling ſo 
- Parſees--Wor/hippers of fire 
Patamar--a Meſſenger or Poſt 
Peons--Fgot ſoldiers. armed with a 
. broad ſword 
Pergannahs---Villages 
Perwannah---a letter, order, or com- 

mand 
Pettah--the town ſurrpundiug an In- 
dian Fort 

Podor a Money Changer 5 
Polygar---the Lord of a Diſtriß 
Ponſ{ways---Guard-boats 
Pettahs---Grants | 


156 THE TRAVELS OP 


R. 
Ra jane higheſt title claimed by 4e 
Gentoo Princes 
Royran--the King's Officer for receiv. 
- ing the revenue 
Rafftanny Exports 
Rupee--a /ilver coin about 23. 54, ten 


8. 


* from the Mogul, 
Soubahs, or Nabobs 
8 Officer of Horſe 
Seapoys---Indian foot ſoldiers, hired 
and di iſciplined by Europe. 
ans. 
Shroff---a Banker 


Sircar 
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Sircar—- a general name for the G- 
vernment, or thoſe concerned 
— / 
5 Sirpah---a rich areſs of the ai 
N | WOTN by way of di iftinftion 
Soubah---the Viceroy of the Declan, 
er of Bengal 


"IE 
Tanke---a pond, or pool of water 
Tanka---the Revenue appropriated by 
the Mogul, for maintaining 
a fleet at Surat 4 
Tank ſal---a mint for coinage - 
Telinga---the Carnatic country 
T eee raiſed in the Care, 


natic 
Tam r 5 


3 1115 


Vor, I. 888 | Topaſſes 


158 THE TRAVELS or 
Topaſſes.—-4 tawney race of foot ſol- 
diers, deſcended from the 
Portugueſe marrying natives, 
and called Topaſſes, 2 
they wear hats 
Tunkahs--A/ignments upon lands, 
or rents aſtgned to the Com- 
pany 
Turſaconna---Wardrobe 
 Ginanah---Seraglio 
| \ 
Vakeel--- an Engliſh Agent, or reſi 
dent at the Nabob's court 
Vizerut-the grant for the Vizierſhip 
| 2. 
Tenni Gros | 
Zemindary-----an Officer "who takes 


care of the rents ariſing from 
the public lands. 
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on eee e Dane to 
Belgram, we halted ſome days at 
| Benaras, a rich and populous city 
on the north fide of the Ganges, 
and celebrated for it's learning in 
paſt time. There was onee a very 
fine Obſervatory here; and a few 
years ago, Tome European Gentle- 
men, led hither by the love-of foi- 
ence and antiquity, diſcovered a 
great many aſtrenomical inftru- 
ments, of a large ſize, admirably 
well contrived, though injured by 
the hand of time. It was ſuppoſed 
22 2 they 
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— 
they might have been conſt ructed 
ſome . ago, under the di- 


"Pad Sw of comic and the dif. | 
tinguiſhed patron of the Bramins 
who applied, with unwearied aſſi- 

n to the N of en. | 


The 3 a Benaras, is 
a as the. Paradiſe of India, 
remarkable for its ſalubrious air, 
faſcinating landſcapes, and inno- 
. cence of its. inhabitants, whoſe. fim- 
-plo manners had a happy influence 
on all who lived near them. While 
_ «waſteful war ſpread her horrors 
over other parts of India, this bliſs- 
ful country often eſcaped ber ra- 
vages, perhaps ſecured by it's diſ- 

5 nee from the ocean, or mare Þry- 
| bably 


wy 


bably bythe fſacrad character aſcrib- 
ed to the feene, which had, through 
many ages, been conſidered as the 
repoſitory of the neligian and leann- 
ing of the Bramins, and the pre- 
waiting idea of the ſimplieity of che 
native Himddoos, à people unacouſ- 
tomed to tbe ſanguinary meaſures 


of, . TAG) civilized nati- 
Ons. L . 3 
i neee ee & 777 


| Batt eu- nt Be- 
naras is. built on the banks 
of + — Ganges, and extends 
along the river from Rahajgaut, at 
one end, to Raja 'Cheyt ' Sing's 

palace; at the other, whichanakes a 
dittance-. of, at lenft, four miles 
About the centre of the city, Rards 
an ancient and lofty pile of build- 
. 7.3 ing, 
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ing, called | Mawdodafthrohur, 
which ſtrikes the eye, at firft view, 
with a kind of ſublime aſtoniſh- 
ment, and appears like a collection 
of riſing towers that ſeem to ſur- 
vey in majeſtic pride the ſubject 
town and ſurrounding country. It 
is the temporary reſidence. of the 
Hindoo pilgrims, who occafionally 
occupy it as they journey through 
this peaceful region. At ſome diſ- 

tance from it, is the elegant edifice 
of Bene, an extenſive dealer in dia- 
monds: this manſion is built at a 
lip, or gaut, called, by being united 
with the proprietor's name, Bene- 
gaut; as if we ſaid, Sullivan's-quay, 
or French's-ſlip.+ There are alſo 
other wharfs, or ſlips, aſcending 
from the river, | by many ſtone 
| ſteps, 


* 


| 9% eee BOB UBT 
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ſteps, termed from the names of 
- the owners, Wwho have built fine 


houſes thereon, Ramgaut, Rana- 
gaut, a een and 


5 


e 
there is a large ſquare of building, 
called Serai, encompaſſed by walls; 
and laid out for the reception of 
. travellers of every deſcription; the 


4 better ſort of people pay for their 


accommodation: but the poor are 


entertained free of expence: this 


laudable inftitution is ſupported by 

the voluntary cont enn __ the 

mn we: the Eun 

There 3 are many ther Had gs 

dwellings belonging to the different 
: traders | 
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traders amd manufacturers, and ſe. 


Vveral pagodas, or nn af Hin- 
f ann * 44. 2 tees 


The Adests in . ee 
confined and narrow; and the 
honſes, which ave erowged tage- 
ther, are in general very high and 
flat at the top, where the inhabi- 
tants, in the cool hours of the day, 
enjoy the benefrt of the air. In 
cfferent parts of the town, wer 
are tanks, or wells, for the uſe. f 
the citizens and the refreſhment of 
paſſingiſtrangers, whoiFinindigence, 
are ulſo humanely fupphed with 
food by perſons/employod to attend 
at the tanks for this very purpoſe. 
This city is ell peopled; and per- 
" fons of conſequence, when they ap- 
** pear 


4 
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pear abroad, either on horſeback or 
in their palanquins, are attended in 

great pomp, by numerous retinues. 
_ - ManufaQuures of filk are carried on 
he a great degree of perfeCtion, 


and Ew places in India can ſurpaſs | 


this market i in ſuch a varied aſſort- 
ment of ſattins, keemcauf, and 
gooldbudthen, an elegant kind of 


filk, beautifully wrought with flow- 
ers of gold; beſides muſlin ſhawls, 


embro idered with gold and filver 


able for it's fine carpets, ſaltpetre, 
ſugar, muſk, and perfumes; and 
trades largely with the Morattaes, 


and other dealers of India, with 


whom its commodities are bartered 


for their diamonds, * other arti- | 


nn of value. N N 
FYAT . About 


at each border. It is alſo remark- 


—— 
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About three miles north of the 


city, ſtands the RajJa's palaoe, à ſu. 


perb manſion, where he uſually | 
Sends the Tamimer ſeaſon, amidit 
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bags sia, bro * 2 
YOU will now expe. role me, 
an account of the Hindoos, the na- 


claſſed into- four tribes, namely, 


Bramins, Sittri, Bice, and Sudder. - + 
The Bramins, or firft claſs, Which 


ate eſteemed the meft ancient and 
honourable, are the Prieſts, the 
Inſtructors and Philoſophers: the 


Sittri, or ſecond elats, are the mah... 
tary, who are entruſted with-the- 


defence and government of the 
ſtate ; in war, the ſoldiers who fight 


it's baxtles; in peace, the magiſtrates 


and rulers who direct it's councils: 


the Bice, or third claſs, are the mer, 


chants and huſbandmen; who pro- 


vide the neceſſaries and comforts of 4 
life by trade and agriculture, and 


thereby circulate through various 
channels the wealth of the nation: 
the Sudder, or fourth claſs, are the 
artiſans, labourers, and. ſervants: + 
There is another claſs, which is the 
meaneſt of all, compoſed of cher- 


 wallees or gold-finders, chemars 
or ſhoe-makers, and domerah or 


baſket-makers, who are held in ſuch 


ſovereign deteſtation, that the very 
mention of their names conveys to 
the mind of a Hindoo, every idea 


of meanneſs and ſervility. No per- 


ſon, unleſs he be excommunicated, 
can quit his caſt, ox tribe; nox will 


Late | he, 


: 


he, on any. account, be admitted in- 
to any other. This diſtinction of 


the people into different claſſes, 


7 ſeems to be an: inſtitution of ſome 
P antiquity, and probably will conti- - 
nue unaltered till the end of time, 


ſo ſteady and perſevering is exery 


individual in his attachment. to his 


5 re eaſt, 


The * are Again divided 8 


ata: five. orders: firſt, into . thoſe 
that eat no fleſh: ſecond, into.thoſs 
that eat ſome. kind of fleſh; .thixd, 
thoſe that marry; fourth, thoſe that 
vow. celibacy 4 and fifth, the Bras 


mins that foxbear walking at all; 
for fear of deſtroying: ſome living 
creatures ; theſe wear a piece of alk 
or muſlin before their mouths, left 


Vor 1 1 A the 


- 


+ 


— 
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the ſmalleſt fly ſhonld be drawn in 
by their breath. They are ſo ex- 
ceedingly ſcrupulous i in this reſpeQ, _ 
that they will not burn w 
through an apprehenſion of deftro 54 

mg any inſe& by it; and they al- 


ways carry a bruſh in their hands 


to ſweep the place they deſign to 
fit on, left they ſhould diſlodge the 
ſoul of ſome animal Their ſcrupu. 
lofity ariſes from a belief in the 
. tranſmigration of fouls, and their 
followers are ſo firmly perſuaded 
| that departed ſouls enter the bodies 
of animals, that they no ſooner ob. 
| ferve any of them frequent their 
houſes, than they immediately con- 
clude, their deceaſed friends, under 
this new diſguiſe, come to viſit 
them. er cannot, without hor- _ 

ror, 
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ror, think of depriving any thing 
of life, and do not leſs reſpect it in 
the ſmalleſt inſect, than in dhe 


. elephant. . 


They hold Wen is but one God - 
infinitely perfect, who has exiſted 
from all eternity; but that there 
are three ſubordinate Deities, name- 
1y, Brama, whom he veſted: with 
the power of creation; Whiſtnow, 
the preſerver; and Routeren, the 
enemy and deſtroyer of mankind. . 
The ſupreme Divinity is often typi- - 
| fied under the form of a Being, 
with a number of eyes and hands, 
to impreſs the minds of. the people 
with a ſtrong idea of his penetration 
and power, and induce them to be 
very exact in the performance of 
| 4: >. -_ 
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ge 2 
moral duties. The Bramins adviſe 
their followers to go in pilgrimage _ 

| to certain places, eſteemed holy, 
and eſpecially to the pagodas ne 
t he mouth of the Ganges: waſhing 
in that river alone, will, in their 
opinion, cleanſe them from a mul. 
itude of fins. Their women riſe 
early in the morning to bathe, car- 
rying pieces of dough on ſilver fal- 
vers, adorned with flowers, to = : 
river fide, and lighted lamps in 
their hands: after bathing, they 
form the dough into images, which 
they worſhip with much adoration, 
at the ame time ringing bells and 
burning incenſe, and afterwards 
commit their images to the boſom 
of the Ganges, with ſome formality, 


However ſtrange their dottrine may 
. appear 


DEAN MAHOMET. 


5 


CERES 


appear to as yet they are 
much to be commended for the ex- 
ereiſe of the moral virtues they in- 
lcate, namely, temperance, juſtice, 
a id humanity. Amidft a variety of 
—— cuſtoras, ſtrange cere- 
monies, and prejudices, we may 
diſcover the traces of ſublime mo- 4 
rality, deep philoſophy, and refined; 
policy; but when we attempt to+ 
trace the religious and civil inſtitu- 
tions to their ſource, we find that it 
is loſt in the maze of antiquity. The 
native Indians, or Hindoos, are men 
of ſtrong natural genius, and are, by 
no means, unacquainted with lite- = 
rature and ſcience, as the tranſlation | 
of the Ayeen Akberry into Engliſh, 
has fully evinced, We may trace 
the origin of moſt of the ſciences, 


83 WEL 
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in their ancient- mae. Ren! 
before the age of Pythagoras, the 

Greeks travelled to India for in- 
ſtruction: the trade carried on by 
them with the oldeſt commercial 
nations, in exchange for their cloth: * 
is a proof of their ory ace in 


the arts ef er 


| The women in gen cral, except in 
the higher ſcenes of life, prepare 
the food for their huſbands and fa- 
milies; as no Hindoo would make 
uſe of any but what his wife dreſſes 
for him: it confifts chiefly of rice, 
Hſh, and vegetables, well ſeaſoned 
with pepper and other ſpices, to 
which they add pickles of various 
forts. The men, who always eat to- 
gether, unaccompanied by the wo- 
324 men, 
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. nn previouſly take off their tar. 

"bans, ſhoes, and outſide garments, 
and wah before and after meals. 
They afterwards "withdraw to an- 
kher apartment, where they enjoy 
themſelves with ſmoking tobacco 
and chewing betel. They uſe no 
ſpirits or other liquors, but ar par- 
ticularly nice in the taſte of differ- 
ent waters, and confider their choice 


of them a great luxury. 


As to the 1 of theſs e / 
ſome bury: the bodies of the deceaſ- 
ed, which they place in the grave 
in a fitting poſture, with rice and 
water near them: their dead are 
generally decked with. jewels and 
other ornaments, of which they are 
diſrobed by their kindred, before 
the grave is filled up. The uſual 


8 WAY, 
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way, however, is to burn the corpſe 
on a funeral pile erected for that 
purpoſe near the water fide ; the 

__ neareſt relation ir tattered appaes's A 


which is, in their opinion, the e® 
preſſive garb of ſorrow, ſets fire to? 
it, and ſhews. every ſymptom, of 
frantic grief on the occaſion : the 
body being ſoon conſumed, the | 
aſhes are collected and thrown into 
the river. The aſhes of the great 
are placed 1 in an urn, which is car- 
ried with ſome degree of ceremony 
by a Bramin, and caſt into the 
Ganges, to whoſe waters they attri- 
baute a en NA, 


LETTER xx.” 


. 7 Ts EET Fs £ 8 
* F s A a Y d 4 , _ IF 2 MP <. 
= - 


d0 
LE n « m . 110 * 
' p = *4 r 
ane N 1 


AFTER halting me 8 at . 
naras, in order to refreſh the army, 
we proceeded on our march towards 

Beigram, delighted, as we paſſed 
along, with a continued view of the 
fineſt country on earth, diverſified 
with fields of rice, plantatione of 
ſugar, and gardens abounding with 
a variety of fruits and flowers; und 
encamped at Duci, oppoſite Alaha- 
bad, a large fort, about 412 miles, 
to the ſouth of Delhi, 540 from 
Calcutta, and 880 from the mouth 
= the Ganges. It is pleaſantly Htu- 
ated 


Ch 
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ated between that river and Jemina. 
Inſide the fort is a royal palace, in 
which are apartments for the Me. 
gul, a Durbar, and Zenanah, wich 
a number of houſes occupied by th 
Officers of the court, and their fa- 
.milies. Each houſe is built like two 
dwellings joined together, and 
walled round, for the purpoſe not 
only of concealing their women 
from their neighbours, but even 
from their own male domeſtics; and 
contains very ſpacious: and lofty 
rooms, opening towards the river, 
with ſmaller apartments adjoining 
them, which are extremely dark, 
without the leaſt aperture to admit 
either light or air. To theſe they 
retire in the heat of the day, to 
enjoy the calm refreſhment of ſleep; 

* for 


DEAN MAHOMET, 179 


for the natives find-by experience, 8 
© that i in order to render a ſituation 
eool, in this ſultry region, they muſt 
totally exclude every ray of light, 

and breath of air, till the fervid 
&n deſcends into the lap of Thetis. 
" To the tops of their houſes, which 
are Hat, they -aſcend by narrow, 
ſeep, ſtair-caſes, and inhale the 


evening breeze after Toys Hen 
departu res. 


The ben of Alahabad was en- 
tirely built of ſtone, hewn out of 3 
the rocks, at ſome diſtance from 
the banks of the Ganges, and brought . 
hither at a vaſt expence. It is not 
unlike the Portland ſtone, but of a 
coarſer kind, and infinitely more 
porous. Not only the walls, but 
| | the 


7 ” * n 
v , = . * 
9 4 \ A 
- 
OS mnt — — i © : 
1 
= 


180 ru TRAVELS OP 


the roofs, floors, and pillars of the | ; 


palace, were formed of it ; and even 
the very ſquares and paſſages were 


paved with it. Neither glaſs, ird 
brick, or other materials for builg⸗ | 
ing, were introduced here, untth 
the fort.came into the poſſeſſion of 
the Engliſh, The ſlighteſt walls of 


this great pile are, at leaſt, five feet 
thick. There are ſome good houſes 


about it, built in the Indian ſtyle, 


that make a hand ſome appearance, 


Nothing can be more ſtriking, no- 


thing can diſplay a more ſublime 
air of grandeur, than the lofty gate 


ways here, which reſemble in ſome 


manner, the old ner os 
m 9/-hY L o. 
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J 12 are very delightful; when 
the rains are over, not a cloud is: to 
be ſeen in the azure Heavens, and 
the heat of torrid ſuns is frequently 
tempered by the breath of fanning 
gales, which Providence occafſion- 
ally permits to pant, on the hoſom 
of the ſultry air. Vegetation is ſo 
rapid, that it feng almoſt percepti- 9 
ble to the eye; and the naked —_— 
plains; which appeared, but a week + 
before, to be only a broad ſurfage of 2 
ſand, are inftantly clothed by the 
benignity of : thoſe. tears ſhed; from 
above, with the verdant robe of 
blooming nature, The face of the 
country is entirely changed; even 
the marſhy grounds that had beep 
covered with water, produce their 
golden harveſts; and the luxuriant 
Yor. I. 1 
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- earth, under the genial influence of 
the clime, pours forth her various 
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plenty. Rice, wheat, peas, and 


beans, grow here in abundance ; 


fomething like the oats-of Europe, 
The indigo ſhrub thrives: exceed- 
ingly in this ſoil ; it is not higher 
than a roſe tree; and it's leaves, 
when ſtripped off, are ſteeped in tubs 
of water, which ext rats the blue 


from them ; theſediment, after the. 


water has been drained off, is ex- 
poſed to the ſan; which occaſions 
the moiſt ure to evaporate, and the 


indigo to remain at the bottom of 


; the veſſels. The gardens are paint- 

ed with a variety of beautiful flow- 
ers, that feaſt the Gght, without 
beating the ſmell: to the roſe, 


and 


and a fort of grain called jow, 


their fragrance. The fruits are 
mangoes, guavas, pomegranates, 


— 


— 


and a white flower reſembling jeſ- 
ſamine, we are only indebted for 


ananas or pine apples, muſk and 
water melons, limes, lemons, and 
oranges, all which ſpring up ſpon- 
taneoufly, and grow to a great de- 
gree of perfection. Ginger, and 
turmeric, which has much the ſame L 
qualities of ginger, are produced in 2 L i 
this fertile foil, in their highelt 
ſtate of excellence. Few” Ys 
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LETTER XX. 
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DEAR SIR, 


- OUR march from Alahabad Was 
extremely pleaſant, until we came 
to Mendegaut on the river ot 

- Ganges, when a violent ſtorm aroſe, 
accompanied with hail, lightning, 
and thunder, which continued for 
three days, and* greatly annoyed 
both men and cattle. We remained 
here a week, to repair ſome da- 
mages ſuffered by the weather, and 
then croſſed over to the plains of 
Belgram, on the oppoſite {ide of the 
river, where we encamped in the 
year 1776. Theſe plains take their 

name 


DEAN MAHOMET. bs | / 
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name Gor the village of Belgram, 
” fituate About two miles farther up 
4 the country. In a faw months after 
bur arrival, the Nabob Aſpa-dou- 
lah, in conſequence of à difference 
with the Fouzdars Maboub and 
Coſſi-buſſant, ariſing from their non- 
compliance to pay the uſual annual 
tribute, due for ſome time, collect- 
ed his troops together, in order to 
march againft them, having firſt 
diſpatched an expreſs to * General 
Stibbert, who commanded our ar- 
my, acquainting him of his intend- 
ed expedition, and requeſting | Eis 
immediate aſſiſtance. At the in- 
ſtance of Aſpah- doulah, - two regi- 
ments of Seapoys, under the dircc- 
tion of Colonel Parker, were ordered 
tos N place called Coragb, about 
. | R 3 : eight 


I 


1 


eighty 9 Bei 10 wrder 


non. Maboub apprized by his 
3 ſeouts, of the route of our detach- 
ment, ſent Deputies to Col. Parker, 
to requeſt a perſonal interview with 
him. The Colonel wiſhing to ac- 
commodate matters, if poſſible, 
without reſorting to the horrors of 
war, agreed on it; and the reſult of 


cable, on both ſides. On the next 
day, our Officers were invited by 
Maboub, to dine with him: he, in 


poiſoned the proviſions intended for 
their entertainment. The Gentle- 


to reinforce the Nabolie Mes wi 
which they met on the way, ad- on 
vancing with a few pieces of can. Y 


their meeting, was apparently ami- 


the mean time, prepared his men 
for a ſecret attack, and previouſly 
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meng b no means, ſuſpecting his | 
To debgo, were actually oh the 


* 3 5 


Way t their perfidious hoſt, and = 
* mult. have met with an untimely "” 


fate as his inhoſpitable table, had 1 
vt olle of his ſervants providenti- 1 
aily diſcloſed the ſecret before their. \ 


arrival, and informed them that 
there was a plan concerted to ſur- 
priſe the main body, in their ab- 8 * 
ſence. The Colonel, Capt. Gravely, = 
and the reſt of the Officers, alarmed 
at this intelligence; inſtantly re- 
turned to the camp, and perceived 5 
at ſome diſtance, numbers of Ma- 
boub's men, advancing in regular = 
order, to give them battle. Our © 7 
ſoldiers, at a moment's notice, were 
prepared to oppoſe their force, and 
made ſo vigorous a charge on them, : 


deſerted by the hope of an eaſy con- 
and diſorder, after an engagement 


of the enemy fell. Coffi-bufſant eſ- 
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at the firſt onſet, when es. 
up, that their ranks' were hrdken, 
and the greater part of ther ail 
couraged from diſappointment and 


queſt, fled, in the utmoſt cofftfion 


in which, though ſoon over, many 


caped with thoſe who made off, at 
the commencement of hoſtilities; 
and Maboub was purſued, taken, 


and ſent priſoner, under a ſtrong 


guard to Aſpah-doulah at Lecknow, 
where he received that puniſhment, 
which his perfidy deſerved. 


A few of cur Seapoys were killed; 
and the gallant Captain Gravely, no 
lets diſtinguiſhed for his proweſs in 
the 


rd e * 


vate eeived an ill fated wound, 
of Which died, in a few months 


4 after: Gol. Parker, and the two regi- 


3 ment under his command, return- 


* 


* 


ed tq; Belgram. He was fingerely 
regrekted by his brother Officers; 
by whom and his weeping Soldiers, 
his funeral was proceſſionally attend- 
ed to t he grave, and he was interred 
with due military honours. His af- 


flicted wid ow erected a very hand- 


ſome monument to his memory. 
near the ground where his own regi- 
ment uſually paraded. 


 Lecknow, the cane to which 
Haboab was ſent, is a place of con- 
ſiderable trade, and one of the 
principal. factories in the Mogub's 
domintons 


the 7 than his konduct i in Na" 5 


ers e 


ns Th inkavithe I 
* ale and induſtrious; An thy” 
IF Nabob Afpa-doulah, with other Noe" 
® blemen, occaſionally - reſide here, 
3 living in all the eaſe and ſplendor? 
: of eaftern luxury, and frequently 
indulging themſelves with” their 
dancing girls. There are fome good 
Ih houſes in Lecknow, py gr by 
77 merchants and factors; nor is it lefs 
remarkable for it's cotton manufac- 
"tories, than for a beautiful kind of © 
aber and earthen ware. ol 
The Nabob keeps a kind of a mili- 
tary force here, called Burkendaws, 
who are not ſo uniform in dreſs as 
the Seapoys. Their arms are matgh 
. fire-locks, bows and arrows, ſears, 
daggers, b and mields. 
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